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AN ACT
PROVIDING A FRAMEWORK FOR THE 

RIGHT TO ADEQUATE FOOD

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Numerous studies have established that a large number of our 
countrymen experience hunger. In 2015 alone, it was disclosed that 
approximately 13.4% of Filipino households reported themselves as having 
suffered or are suffering from involuntary hunger.1 While we profess to be an 
agricultural nation, the sad fact remains that we cannot seem to feed our own. 
This glaring inadequacy is further exacerbated by studies which confirm that 
in those situations where food reaches our countrymen, they nevertheless do 
not receive the right amount of nutrition that the human body needs to sustain 
a healthy and balanced life. Along this line, Ms. Hilal Elver, the United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to food, stated during her fact
finding mission to the Philippines that ''‘accessing adequate and nutritious 
food continues to be a challenge across most of the country both in terms of 
under and over nutrition, with women and children faring worstF Ms. Elver 
likewise remarked that '‘'‘the effects of under-nutrition are irreversible, and 
lack of access to adequate and nutritious food is having a detrimental effect 
on future generations and must be addressed as a matter of urgency^2 
Further, the recent “Kidapawan Incident” may be considered as a sorry 
reflection of our continued inability to provide food security for our people. 
For three days from March 30, 2016, thousands of farmers and their 
supporters made a blockade along the Davao-Cotabato Highway in 
Kidapawan, North Cotabato. The demonstration ended violently with deaths 
on the side of protesters and injuries on both sides of the protesters and the 
police.

Certainly, the foregoing should not only impress upon us the growing 
problem of food security and the dangers it poses on our populace but also 
impel us to take immediate and decisive action to arrest this trend. Indeed,

’ 2015 Social Weather Station Report
2 http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15619&LangID=E.
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