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AN ACT AMENDING ARTICLE 365 OF ACT NO. 3815, AS 
AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE REVISED PENAL

CODE

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article II, Section 5 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution provides 
that the maintenance of peace and order, the protection of life, liberty, 
and property, and the promotion of the general welfare are essential for 
the enjoyment by all the people of the blessings of democracy.

One of the purposes of criminal laws is the protection of members 
of society from potential wrongdoers. These laws are directed against 
acts or omissions which society does not approve of and therefore serve 
as deterrents against incidents that may claim lives or cause damage to 
property.

We may have heard of the tragedies like that which befell seven 
students of Bulacan State University during a field trip; the Kentex fire 
in Valenzuela City; the sinking of M/B Kim Nirvana in Ormoc; the 
durian and mangosteen candy poisonings in Surigao del Sur, Surigao del 
Norte, and Agusan del Sur; the Ceres buses collision in Magalona, 
Negros Occidental; the Barney bus which lost control and fell off a 
ravine in the provice of Quezon; the Valisno bus accident on Quirino 
Highway; the two people who were killed when a six-wheeler truck that 
was hit by a 22-wheeler truck rammed into their car while in Ortigas, 
Pasig City; and the recent one, the 38-year-old husband and father who 
was hit by a speeding sports utility vehicle while he was standing in an 
island for pedestrians with his bike in tow along Diosdado Macapagal 
Boulevard, Paranaque City. These tragedies were caused by people who 
recklessly disregarded standards of care which our laws have imposed.








