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AN ACT TO STRENGTHEN THE RIGHT OF CITIZENS TO 
INFORMATION HELD BY THE GOVERNMENT

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Enshrined in the 1987 Philippine Constitution are State policies of 
full transparency  and accountability in the conduct of all public officials 
and  employees, and  of full public disclosure of inform ation vested with 
public interest. It was no less th an  the Philippine Constitution, which 
upheld  the people’s right to know and  be informed abou t all policies, 
projects, and  program s of governm ent th a t involve use  of taxpayer’s 
money.

As guaranteed by the Suprem e Law of the land, our people are the 
m ost exuberant in their exercise of the freedom s of speech, of the press, 
and  of peaceable assem bly for red ress of ju s t  grievances. But one other 
inalienable freedom th a t the Constitution also guaran tees -  Freedom of 
Information -  rem ains ju s t  a  bill perpetually struck  in the legislative mill, 
hobbled by concerns of the Executive, and  mocked by restrictive 
adm inistrative fiats of the Judiciary , of the House of Representatives, and 
even the Office of the O m budsm an.

The Freedom of Information Act long prom ised by the Constitution 
rem ains to th is day, ju s t  a  promise. And from the 12th to the 16th 
Congress, despite the num erous bills filed and refilled, it seem s like we 
always re tu rn  to square one, from zero, m arching b u t only in one place, 
on the Freedom of Information Act.

Citizens need to and m u st know how public officials exercise 
their powers and authorities, how they spend public funds, w hat


































