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AN ACT TO PROMOTE THE PROTECTION, CONSERVATION AND REHABILITATION 
OF WATERSHEDS SUPPORTING THE NATIONAL IRRIGATION SYSTEMS (NIS) TO 
GUARANTEE CONTINUING SUPPLY OF WATER FOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 
AND TO INCREASE THE PRODUCTIVITY OF FARMERS TO SUSTAIN FOOD SELF- 
SUFFICIENCY AND PROVIDING THE FUNDING THEREOF.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

WATER is essential to life and all living things. It is undisputable that without 
water, there can be no life. To plants, water is critical for growth and good production. 
Insufficiency in water can lead to low yield, which could affect the food availability and 
sufficiency.

The Philippines is an agricultural country with abundant river systems that can 
supply the water needs of the farming community, but the agricultural sector has 
suffered a continuous and immeasurable loss as drought is abundantly experienced 
throughout the country, and the devastation caused by flash floods and rising levels of 
waters due to excessive surface run off, which could no longer be contained by the river 
systems. What is worst is its recurrence every year without let up. The changing 
weather pattern is being attributed to global warming and climate change, which are 
simplest answer being given every time there is havoc brought about by el Nino and the 
increasing volume of rainfall.

While it may be true that these circumstances are effects of global warming, 
there are also other man made actions that are contributory to the devastations. Man's 
insensitivity to his environment, the uncontrolled use of our forests and watersheds 
resources and the indiscriminate use of land resources that should have been reserved 
for forest use only were some of the other distinct numbers of contributory causes.

"Deforestation and the large scale transformation of the original 
vegetation of the country’s forest to non-forestry purposes, coupled 
with inappropriate land use practices, have in effect disrupted the 
hydrological conditions of watersheds. These have brought about to 
some extent, flash floods and prolonged drought Other adverse 
consequences are accelerated soil erosion, siltation of water bodies 
and reservoirs, and poor water quality. Sedimentation has likewise 
reduced the storage capacity of the country's major reservoirs. These
















































