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AN ACT
INSTITUTING A FREE NUTRI-MEALS PROGRAM TO CHILDREN ENROLLED IN 

ALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS INCLUDING KINDERGARTEN AND HIGH 
SCHOOLS IN THE K-12 PUBLIC EDUCATION SECTOR, PROVIDING 

FRAMEWORK FOR ITS MEANINGFUL IMPLEMENTATION, APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

Philippines has been reported as one of the countries in the world that account for the 
bulk of malnutrition worldwide.1 The Philippines has 3.6 million stunted children which made it 
rank 9th in terms of countries with the highest burden of stunting.2 It ranked 10th among the 
countries with the highest burden of wasting.3 Moderate or severe wasting in the Philippines was 
estimated at 8 percent in 2013. This translates to about 769,000 children suffering from either 
moderate or severe wasting.4 National nutrition surveys also revealed that there are specific areas 
in the country that are more vulnerable to malnutrition.5 Provinces in the Autonomous Region of 
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) have consistently exhibited critical levels of stunting and wasting.6 
The volatile peace and order situation adds to the vulnerability brought about by less than ideal 
socioeconomic situation that characterized the region.7

Though official statistics and reports on the economic situation of the Philippines portray 
it to have grown by leaps and bounds in the past three decades, said economic gains did not 
trickle down to poor households.8 4 in 10 households in the Philippines are unable to provide 
their children nutritionally adequate meals, resulting to food security in a significant proportion 
(23%) of children under 10 years.9 The Philippine Government must ensure that economic gains 
must reach every nook and cranny especially those who need help the most.

1 United Nations System in the Philippines. 2011. Supporting inclusive, sustainable and resilient development: The 
United Nations Development Assistance for the Philippines. In
http://www.un.org.ph/UNDAF%201aunch_FlNAL%20printing.pdf. Accessed 28 August 2015.
2 https://www.savethechildren.org.ph/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/109834/Save-the-Children-LahatDapat-Sizing- 
Up-the-stunting-and-child-malnutrition-problem-in-the-Philippines-Report-September-2015.pdf
3 Ibid.
4 UNICEF. 2013. Improving Child Nutrition: The achievable imperative for global progress. New York. UNICEF.
5 https://www.savethechildren.org.ph/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/109834/Save-the-Children-LahatDapat-Sizing- 
Up-the-stunting-and-child-malnutrition-problem-in-the-Philippines-Report-September-2015.pdf
6 Ibid.
1 Ibid.
8 Ibid.
9 Ibid.
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