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AN ACT
SUPPORTING THE PRODUCTION OF PHILIPPINE INDEPENDENT FILMS BY 
PROVIDING INCENTIVES TO FILMMAKERS WHO ARE GIVEN HONORS IN 

NOTABLE INTERNATIONAL FILM COMPETITIONS

Explanatory Note

The 1987 Philippine Constitution encourages the creation and promotion of outstanding 
and creative Filipino films.

• Article XIV, Section 14 provides that “The State shall foster the preservation, 
enrichment, and dynamic evolution of a Filipino national culture based on the principle in 
unity in diversity on a climate of free artistic and intellectual expression.”

• Article XIV, Section 15 states that “Arts and letters shall enjoy the patronage of the State. 
The State shall converse, promote, and popularize the nation’s historical and cultural 
heritage and resources, as well as artistic creations.”

The film industry is a potent tool for information gathering, dissemination and 
communication and as a catalyst for public opinion. It is a medium that projects a citizen’s love 
for art as well as a mirror of our rich culture and a Filipino identity. Films are part of our Cultural 
heritage, no doubt. Tey are essential part of what our Constitution recogn&es as artistic and 
historic wealth—again, it is wealth for our culture and of our heritage.

In recent years, the production of independent films by our esteemed Filipino filmmakers has 
been flourishing. In fact, several cinematic works were critically acclaimed while actors and 
directors had already been recognized in the international arena, including the prestigious Cannes 
International Film Festival, Venice International Film Festival and the British Independent Film 
Awards, as well as appearances in Toronto, Utah, Brussels, New York, Warsaw and London. 
Brillante Mendoza is one of the most celebrated Filipino film directors, being awarded as Best 
Director (Prix de la mise en scene) for his 2009 film “Kinatay” in the Cannes Film Festival and 
a flurry of honors in the global film stage under his belt.

Last May 2016. Jaclyn Jose starred in Brillante Mendoza’s Palme d’Or- nominated film 
“Ma’Rosa” where she won the Cannes Film Festival Award for Best Actress. Jose was the first 
Southeast Asian to be conferred with the award.

For its part, the Philippines, through the annual Cinemalaya Philippine Independent Film 
Festival and other indie film festivals that screens short films and full;-length titles, has its fair 
share in encouraging the creation of locally produced independent films. These efforts by the 
Cultural Center of the Philippines put Philippine cinemas back to their glory days. Recently, big 
names in the movie industry were drawn to Cinemalaya, like Nora Aunor who joins for the first 
time.








