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Explanatory Note

In the present government set-up, the Barangay Health Volunteer, also known as Barangay 
Health Worker, is a category of health care providers in the Philippines, They undergo a basic 
training program under an accredited government or non-government organization, and 
render primary care services in the community. They provide services 
for barangays (neighbourhoods) in areas such as maternal, new-born and child health. Barangay 
Health Workers are accredited to function as such by the local health board in accordance with the 
guidelines promulgated by the Department of Health, as defined in Section 3 of Republic Act No. 
7883. Each volunteer receives about five weeks of training. Barangay Health Workers live in the 
commumties they serve, and act as change agents in their communities. They provide information, 
education and motivation services for primary health care, maternal and child health, child 
rights, family planmng and nutrition. They may administer immunizations and regular weighing 
of children. They often assist midwives in providing birthing services. On average, each 
Volunteer is expected to work with around 20 families in their community. However the scarcity 
of trained individuals has narrowed down the number of volunteers, especially in some remote 
areas, where now one or two volunteers service an entire barangay.1

As of the 2011, the Bureau of Local Health Development of the Department of Health 
estimated that there are 219,433 active Barangay Health Workers (BHWs) in the country. It is an 
indication that BHWs are indispensable in the delivery and promotion of primary health care 
programs of our govermnent. Ditto, the BHWs are the ones directly working on the grassroots 
level for community profiling; thus, dealing with the smallest unit of our society which is the 
family.

But the present policy considers and treats BHWs as mere volunteers under Republic Act 
(RA) 7883 entitled, “The Barangay Health Workers’ Benefits and Incentives Act of 1995”. 
Although RA 7883 provides for an opportunity for BHWs to obtain second grade eligibility; the 
process of arriving thereat seems unattainable, if not impossible. Consequently, numerous factors 
placed BHWs to economic oppression and human exploration.

1 W ik iped ia , w w w .w ik ip e d ia .co m , c itin g  th e  fo iio w in g  stud ies o f th e  Red Cross Ph iiipp ines, 8 N ovem ber 2011; 
D epartm en t o f  H ea ith : Basic S u pp o rt fo r  In s titu tion a liz in g  Chiid Survival P ro ject N ew born  H ea lth  in Philionines 
2011 '
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