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APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This bill seeks to establish the Wireless Internet Access Program in all state 
universities and colleges in the country and appropriating funds therefor.

Section 1, Articles XIV of the 1987 Constitution states: “The State shall protect and 
promote the right of all citizens to quality education at all levels and shall take appropriate 
steps to make such education accessible to all.”

Filipinos have always placed a high value on quality education. However, “high 
quality education” usually refers to better learning facilities and expensive tuition fees. Being 
so, high quality education is deemed accessible only to those with financial means and who 
are enrolled mostly in private learning institutions. Public schools, including state universities 
and colleges (SUCs) where poor but deserving Filipino students go, often lag behind private 
counterparts in providing their students and teachers technology driven equipment that could 
increase their capacity to achieve quality education. Hence, students in SUCs who are 
competitive intellectually become disadvantaged when it comes to access to relevant 
information due to lack of facilities, one of which is wireless internet connection within the 
campus. Students who cannot afford to subscribe to internet plans resort to spending time in 
places that offer free wireless internet such as coffee shops, restaurants and internet cafes 
instead of staying in school.

This student behavior is understandable given the hunger for knowledge that 
permeates our society nowadays. The emergence of information technology and globalization 
has dramatically changed human behavior. This has led to an information revolution that 
exposed people to tremendous amounts of sophisticated knowledge. Compared to a few 
decades ago, the world now runs via information highways and access to this network of 
information has never been as important. All sectors demand higher levels of skills in all 
aspects of life, such as in the school, the workplace and business. The old methods that 
guided education in previous decades have become obsolete. To excel, an individual now has 
to be properly abreast of the advanced and complex methods of data gathering, processing 
and reporting offered by the World Wide Web.










