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AN ACT IMPLEMENTING THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO 
INFORMATION ON MATTERS OF PUBLIC CONCERN GUARANTEED 
UNDER SECTION SEVEN, ARTICLE THREE OF THE 1987  
CONSTITUTION AND THE STATE POLICY OF FULL PUBLIC 
DISCLOSURE OF ALL ITS TRANSACTIONS INVOLVING PUBLIC 
INTEREST UNDER SECTION TWENTY EIGHT, ARTICLE TWO OF THE 
1987  CONSTITUTION, AND FO R OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

The right to information is a constitutionally protected right under Article 
III, Section 7 of the Constitution, which provides:

"The right of the people to information on matters of public 
concern shall be recognized. Access to official records, and to 
documents, and papers pertaining to official acts, transactions, 
or decisions, as well as to government research data used as 
basis for policy development, shall be afforded the citizen, 
subject to limitations as may be provided by law."

Despite this Constitutional guarantee and its affirmation in a number of 
Supreme Court decisions, we are aware of the wanton violation by many 
government agencies of the right of Filipinos to access Information of public 
interest and concern.

A key problem is lack of legislation. While the Supreme Court has upheld 
the enforceability of the constitutional right to information, its effective 
implementation has for the past two decades suffered from the lack of the 
necessary substantive and procedural details that only Congress can 
provide. As the Supreme Court lamented in Chavez v. NHA (G.R. No. 
164527; August 15, 2007):

"It is unfortunate, however, that after almost twenty (20) years 
from birth of the 1987 Constitution, there is still no enabling 
law that provides the mechanics for the compulsory duty of 
government agencies to disclose information on government 
transactions. Hopefully, the desired enabling law will finally see 
the light of day when Congress decides to approve the proposed 
"Freedom of Access to Information Act."

This bill fulfills the long overdue legislative obligation of Congress by putting 
in place the following major features:
























