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AN ACT INTEGRATING FOREIGN LANGUAGE EDUCATION IN THE 
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL CURRICULA

Explanatory Note

The demands ol an increasingly globalized environment have impacted on the 
Philippine economy in unprecedented ways. There is now, more than ever, great 
pressui e on us to adapt to the demands of transnational and multilingual institutions in 
order to become a globally competitive nation. One of the ways to ensure that Filipinos 
will gain a considerable advantage is to introduce comprehensive educational reforms in 
the primary and sc'condary levels, which may enhance Filipino competency in foreign 
languages. Learning ioreign languages at the earliest possible time opens up a whole 
new dimension for children, as it increases their interest in reading and writing, and can 
significantly conti iluitc to the development of their individual intelligence.

Spanish, for instance, is spoken everyday by over 45 million people in 22 countries, and 
48 million others are learning the language through various instituHons like the Instituto 
Cervmitcs. It is also the third most used language on the internet, after English and 
Mandaiin. As the Spanish-speaking countries are large markets for both goods and 
services, learning the language is a good long-term investment for Filipinos.

Beyond our need to become globally competitive, we also note that the cultivation of 
international cooperation is aided by the learning of other languages, as it facilitates an 
interest in other cultures, expands our realm of ideas, and provides for common threads 
through which we can create a harmonious global community.

In light of tire challenges thrust upon us by the changing times and our own objectives, 
the passage of this bill is earnestly sought.
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