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Introduced by Sen. Antonio “Sonny” F. Trillanes IV

AN ACT
REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF MINING ENGINEERING IN THE 
PHILIPPINES, REPEALING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NUMBERED 
FOUR THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED SEVENTY FOUR (R.A. NO. 4274), AS 
AMENDED ENTITLED "MINING ENGINEERING LAW OF THE PHILIPPINES", 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Philippine mining industry is a major contributor to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
of the country and has been experiencing robust growth in recent years. The strength of the 
mining industry has attracted the attention of both foreign and domestic investors, and has 
seen the emergence of business and professional groups who adopted and formulated 
professional titles, technical standards and mineral reporting codes without any authorization 
from law.

In the absence of clear-cut provisions in the Mining Engineering Law of 1965, these 
professional titles, technical standards and mineral reporting codes have been adopted and 
used by some business and professional groups, and implemented by non-Mining Engineers 
to the detriment of the majority of Registered Mining Engineers.

Furthermore, the Philippine Government, through the Department of Trade and Industry 
(DTI), has already signed with other Southeast Asian countries, an ASEAN Mutual 
Recognition Act which would eventually allow foreign Mining Engineers to practice in the 
Philippines. This is in violation of the Philippine Constitution. Moreover, several private 
groups such as the APEC Engineer, in which the Professional Regulations Commission is a 
member, has been issuing professional titles such as APEC Engineers while there are also 
some who has been issuing professional titles such as ASEAN Engineers, Competent 
Persons, and Qualified Persons. These unauthorized activities have caused confusion in the 
Philippine Mining Industry particularly among Registered Mining Engineers because such 
activities tend to discriminate against majority of Registered Mining Engineers and eliminate 
many of the rights and privileges already granted to them by RA 4274 or the Mining 
Engineering Act of 1965.




































