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AN ACT
REGULATING HARBOR PILOTAGE SERVICES AND THE CONDUCT OF 
HARBOR PILOTS IN ALL PORTS IN THE PHILIPPINES AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Pilotage service is one of the important complementary services to vessels in port. The 
Charter of the Philippine Ports Authority (PPA), Presidential Decree No. 85, specifically 
Section 6 (a) (viii), vests PPA with the power to control, regulate and supervise pilotage and 
the conduct of pilots in any port district. PPA has promulgated several regulations on pilotage 
in order to implement its mandate and/or to respond to the complaints of both foreign and 
coastwise shipping lines/operators.

The complaints include unsatisfactory or delayed services rendered by some pilots, lack of 
proper equipment and gear overcharging of pilotage fees and the collection of unauthorized 
fees.

At present, pilotage services are solely provided by the members of the Harbor Pilots' 
Association in a pilotage district which is under the United Harbor Pilots' Association of the 
Philippines (UHPAP).

On 3 February 1986, President Marcos signed Executive Order No. 1088 without prior 
consultation with the maritime sector and the PPA. The EO made pilotage services in all 
ports in the country compulsory, and increased pilotage fees by as much as four thousand 
percent (4,000%) for the benefit of UHPAP members, the umbrella organization.

Presently, there is a need to define clearly pilotage services, and to establish in an 
unequivocal manner the basis for the imposition of not less than 10% of government share in 
the gross receipts from harbor pilotage operations.

This bill seeks to provide a mechanism maritime liability of harbor pilots.

In view of the foregoing, early passage of this bill is earnestly requested.
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