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AN ACT
PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT THEREBY ESTABLISHING A BASIC 
POLICY FOR NATURE RESTORATION, PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article 11 Section 16 declares that the State shall protect and advance the right of the people 
to a balanced and healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm and harmony of nature. 
Despite the government's good intentions, rapid population growth, urbanization and 
industrialization have far outstripped urban environment services and weak natural resource 
management systems have led to rapid degradation of those environments too.

Rapid conversion of forestlands and grasslands to urban use is depleting these natural 
systems. Agricultural yields in lowland areas are stagnating and population pressures are 
stimulating cultivation of fragile upland areas, causing serious soil erosion. While estimates 
of deforestation differ, forest cover in the Philippines has certainly been significantly reduced 
over the last forty years due to increasing urbanization, illegal logging, and forest fires. 
Reforestation efforts by the government have been erratic, with low tree survival rates. 
Marine resources are heavily stressed by over-exploitation and pollution. While we cannot 
totally undo this environmental upheaval, we can to some extent reverse the severity of the 
damage, accordingly cushioning its inevitable impact.

It is in this light that this bill seeks to establish a basic policy for nature restoration in the 
country. Ecological restoration, the attempt to guide damaged ecosystems back to a previous, 
usually healthier or more natural condition, is rapidly gaining recognition as one of the most 
promising approaches to conservation. It is hoped that with the passage of this bill, we shall 
be able to redeem our troubled relationship with nature and sustain the God-given finite 
resources of this country for the subsequent generations of Filipinos to come.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate passage of this bill is earnestly sought.
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