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SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE )
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES )

First Regular Session )

SENATE

s. No. 578
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Introduced by Senator Antonio “Sonny” F. Trillaiics IV

AN ACT
REQUIRING THE CONCURRENCE OF THE SENATE OF THE PHILIPPINES IN 
ANY INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT PROVIDING FOR THE DEPLOYMENT 
ABROAD OF PHILIPPINE MILITARY TROOPS WHETHER FOR 
PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS OR COMBAT OPERATIONS PURSUANT TO 
ARTICLE VII, SECTION 21 OF THE CONSTITUTION

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Among the powers of the President of the Philippines as the Chief Exeeutive of the land, is to 
act on behalf of our country in its dealing and relations with other countries. As such, he 
exercises the treaty-making power. This power is not, however, absolute because Article VII, 
Section 21 of the Constitution provides that, "No treaty or international agreement shall be 
valid and effective unless concurred in by at least two-thirds of all the Members of the 
Senate."

The primary objective of the above-cited constitutional provision is to ensure that any 
international commitment made by the President, whether under bilateral or multilateral 
arrangements, does not go against our national security and interests, and that Philippine 
sovereignty is at all times upheld.

This bill is, therefore, being introduced to re-assert the power and to discharge the 
responsibility of the Legislature, acting through the Senate, as vested under the Constitution, 
to review any international agreement providing for the deployment abroad of Filipino 
troops, whether for peacekeeping missions or combat operations, and regardless of the size or 
number thereof.

The bill will also cover international agreements involving other fonns of military assistance 
such as military equipment and munitions which may be requested from the Philippines.

On the other hand, the sending of medical missions to a war-tom country for humanitarian 
reasons, whether composed of Philippine government persoimel or private volunteer groups, 
is not covered under the bill, provided the same is effected through the Philippine National 
Red Cross and coordinated with the International Red Cross.








