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Introduced by Senator Antonio “Sonny” F. Trillanes IV

AN ACT
AUTHORIZING THE COURT TO REQUIRE COMMUNITY SERVICE IN LIEU OF 
IMPRISONMENT FOR THE PENALTY OF ARRESTO MENOR, AMENDING FOR 
THE PURPOSE CHAPTER FIVE, TITLE THREE, BOOK ONE OF ACT NO. 3815, 
AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE REVISED PENAL CODE

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Jail congestion is one of the biggest problems of the Bureau of Jail Management and 
Penology (BJMP). This can be illustrated by our city jails. Caloocan City Jail, for instance, is 
congested by 1124 percent. The detention center has an ideal capacity of 136 inmates, yet the 
BJMP managed to fit in 1,665 people. According to BJMP website, 20,497 inmates are 
detained in the National Capital Region alone in a facility meant for 5,926 people. 
Particularly, Metro Manila jails are congested by almost 1000 percent. The nationwide 
congestion rate falls for an average of four to five inmates per square meter. The figures were 
based on the ideal ratio of three square meters for everyone inmate.

According to the Revised Penal Code, the duration of the penalty of arresto menor shall be 
from one day to thirty days. It further indicates that:

"Art. 88. Arresto menor. - The penalty of arresto menor shall be served in the 
municipal jail, or in the house of the defendant himself under the surveillance of an 
officer of the law, when the court so provides in its decision, taking into consideration 
the health of the offender and other reasons which may seem satisfactory to it. ”

Under several Articles of the same Code, arresto menor is imposed in crimes which include, 
among others:

• Art. 175 - using false certificates
• Art. 202 - vagrancy
• Art. 313 - altering boundaries or landmarks
• Art. 364 - intriguing against honor
• Art. 365 - imprudence and negligence constituting light felony

This bill is put forward in the hope that flexibility in our sentencing procedure will decongest 
our local jails and prevent altogether the criminalization of the offender by his confinement in








