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Introduced by Senator Antonio “Sonny” F. Trillanes IV

AN ACT
REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF PLUMBING ENGINEERING IN THE 
PHILIPPINES, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NUMBERED 
1378, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “AN ACT TO REGULATE THE TRADE OF 
MASTER PLUMBER,” APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND OTHER 
PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Plumbing system contributes a significant percentage to the value of every building or house. 
Considering the complexities that plumbing installation covers, professional and licensed 
plumbers are necessary.

Plumbing engineering involves the application of scientific principles in the design of 
efficient, economical and ecologically-safe systems for the transport and distribution of 
fluids, solids and gases to answer human and industrial needs. In the country, the act of 
plumbing works has become more complex and multifaceted with the emergence and 
expansion of all types of modernized building design and construction. This scenario is 
evident enough to elucidate the demand for plumbing engineers.

However, there is a partially-met demand for plumbing expertise in the country. Although 
Republic Act No. 1378, otherwise known as the Plumbing Law, provided for the regulation 
of the trade of master plumbers, it has neither been amended nor revised since its enactment 
in 1955. Obviously, our Plumbing Law can be considered as obsolete - given the fact that 
there is a growing need to adopt measures in carrying out more efficient plumbing design and 
installations. Thus, professionals with adequate academic and technical background in 
accordance with sound engineering practice and generally-accepted standards are also needed 
in the country.

Thus, this bill, which acknowledges the imperative to revise the old law to upgrade the 
practice of plumbing, seeks to elevate the plumbing trade into a professional engineering 
practice in the country. In view of having qualified plumbing engineers with sufficient 
academic background to cope with the recent technologies worldwide, this proposed measure 
also endeavors to have a standard Engineering Curriculum on Plumbing to be offered in 
colleges and universities in the country.






























