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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR A NATIONAL CERVICAL CANCER DIAGNOSTIC AND 
TREATMENT FUND

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In 2014, 12 Filipino women per day died from cervical cancer. Because cervical cancer is 
often detected in its late stages, the mortality rate is high. According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), in the Philippines, cervical cancer ranks as the 2nd most common 
cancer in women between the ages of 15 to 44, next to breast cancer. This is mainly due to 
late detection and lack of awareness of the disease among Filipino women. As with all 
cancers in developing countries, cervical cancer is usually diagnosed at an advanced stage. 
This is in part because of the paucity of effective screening programs.

It is in this light that this bill seeks to create a breast and cervical cancer diagnostic and 
treatment fund which shall provide financial assistance for the medical care of indigent 
patients. The bill provides for the composition and administration of the fund, the covered 
services, eligibility of patients, and the disbursement of funds. It is hoped that this measure 
would alleviate the struggle of women and their families who have to cope with the life 
threatening disease. Moreover, as a proactive measure, it seeks to encourage women to 
undergo screening to protect them from the same.

In view of the foregoing, immediate approval of this measure is earnestly sought.
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