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AN ACT
STRENGTHENING THE FORFEITURE POWERS OF THE STATE, AMENDING 
FOR THE PURPOSE CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 1379 
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS "AN ACT DECLARING FORFEITURE IN FAVOR OF 
THE STATE ANY PROPERTY FOUND TO HAVE BEEN UNLAWFULLY 
ACQUIRED BY ANY PUBLIC OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE AND PROVIDING FOR 
THE PROCEEDINGS THEREFOR"

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Asset forfeiture is an acknowledged potent tool for recovering the proceeds and 
instrumentalities of corruption. Recovery of properties acquired through illegal activities 
deters public officials from indulging in corrupt and primitive accumulation of wealth. In 
cognizance of the aforementioned significance of assets forfeiture. Republic Act No. 1379 
which provides for a legal framework for the seizure and forfeiture of illicit assets was passed 
into law. Nonetheless, there is an urgent need to expedite asset seizure thereby maximizing its 
efficacy.

This measure seeks to strengthen RA 1379 by (1) granting greater authority and power to the 
Office of the Ombudsman to combat corruption through the exercise of forfeiture of assets 
illegally acquired by public officials; and (2) providing for a more timely mechanism on the 
same. Moreover, this measure seeks to increase the penalties against erring public officials. 
Further, this measure seeks to put forward the following amendments to RA 1379:

1. SEC. 3. PRESUMPTION; Failure of a public officer or employee to file a Statement 
of Assets and Liabilities and Net Worth pursuant to Section 8 of R.A. 6713 within 
thirty days from date of assumption to office shall be prima facie evidence that said 
public officer or employee has no property, asset or business interest to declare at the 
beginning of his/her service.

2. SEC. 4. PRIMA FACIE UNLAWFULLY ACQUIRED PROPERTY: Whenever any 
public office or employee has acquired during his incumbency, amount of property 
which is manifestly out of proportion to his salary as such public officer or employee 
and to his other lawful income and the income from legitimately acquired property 
sources, said property shall be presumed prima facie to have been unlawfully 
acquired.

3. SEC. 5. FREEZE ORDER: When it appears upon the filing of the complaint provided 
for under section 2 of this Act that an unlawfully acquired property or properties exist 
as defined under Section 4 herein, the Ombudsman may, motu propio or upon motion












