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AN ACT
REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF FISHERIES PROFESSION IN THE 
PHILIPPINES, CREATING FOR THE PURPOSE A PROFESSIONAL 
REGULATORY BOARD OF FISHERIES AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This measure seeks to professionalize and regulate the practice of fisheries professionals and 
upgrade the standard of fisheries education in the country through the licensure examination 
being administered by the Professional Regulatory Commission (PRC). This intent is 
provided for in Republic Act 8550 (Fisheries Code of 1998) and Republic Act 8435 
(Agriculture and Fisheries Modernization Act of 1997) -  that, it is the policy of the state to 
provide priority attention and support to professionalize the practice of fisheries profession in 
the Philippines which will be beneficial to sustain food security and economic development 
of the country, and to upgrade the standard of fisheries education. Through its licensure 
examination, the PRC is complimenting the effort of the CHED in upgrading the standard of 
fisheries education.

The bill provides for the following: the scope of the practice of the fisheries profession; 
mandates continuing professional education and development of fisheries professionals for 
global competitiveness; provides penal provisions for violation of its mandatory provisions; 
encourages the hiring of licensed fisheries professionals; determines the composition, tenure 
and qualifications of the fisheries regulatory board; and empowers the board of fisheries to 
regulate compliance by private and public institutions to the provisions of this Act.

Throughout the country, candidates for the licensure examination of the PRC come from 
more than 80 fishery schools. These schools vary widely in terms of their resources (faculty 
and facilities), curricular offerings, and amounts of budget support from the government. 
Many of these schools started as high schools and were later converted to college. They 
continued offering fisheries courses without upgrading their facilities and employed 
practically the same faculty, many of whom were not trained for college teaching.




























