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AN ACT
TO GIVE JURIDICAL PERSONALITY TO THE PRESENT VETERANS 
MEMORIAL MEDICAL CENTER (VMMC) AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Veterans Memorial Medical Center (VMMC) was constructed as a gift of the American 
people to the Philippines as token of gratitude to the Filipino soldiers who stood by them 
during World War II. The 80th Congress of the United States of America passed Public Law 
865 in July 8, 1948 which provided $9.4 million for the construction of a hospital facility 
with the land to be donated by the Filipino people. The law was implemented in the country 
by an agreement between the U.S. and the Philippines signed by then Pres. Elpidio Quirino 
and the U.S. Ambassador to the Philippines Myron Cowen.

The provision of the best possible medical care and treatment to eligible veterans and their 
dependents is one of the mandated goal of the Veterans Memorial Medical Center. The 
provision of the best possible care to our veterans recognizes the patriotic services they have 
rendered in times of war and peace.

This bill seeks to provide juridical entity by transforming it into a corporate body in order to 
strengthen the hospital's financial operations, reinforce its existence and perpetuation — ‘ 
first rate and prestigious medical institution.

as a

The salient provisions of this measure are as follows: a) establishment of the VMMC as a 
corporate body with juridical entity; b) creation of the Board of Trustees composed of the 
Secretary of National Defense as the Chairperson and the Director of the Hospital as the 
Vice-Chairperson; and, c) the appointment of three (3) veterans as members of the Board. It 
is hoped that with the approval of this measure, we will be able to provide our veterans, who 
require frequent hospitalization for medical attention due to their age, excellent and continued 
free medical care.

In view of the foregoing, early passage of this bill is earnestly sought.
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