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AN ACT
IMPOSING MORE STRINGENT PENALTIES FOR THE CRIME OF ALARM AND 
SCANDAL, AMENDING FOR THIS PURPOSE ARTICLE 155 OF REPUBLIC ACT 
NO. 3815 OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE REVISED PENAL CODE, AS AMENDED, 
AND FOR OTHER RELATED PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

As of 04 January 2015, at least sixty-two (62) cases of injuries resulting from stray bullets as 
a result of the indiscriminate firing of firearms during the holiday festivities have been 
reported. The violators included policemen, soldiers, security guards and civilians, some of 
whom have even posted pictures of their nefarious acts in social media.

Their victims are mostly innocent bystanders and even people resting in the comforts of their 
own homes. In a number of cases, tragic loss of lives resulted, particularly in the case of the 
young and elderly victims.

So numerous were the cases of injuries resulting from the indiscriminate firing of firearms to 
the extent that Malacanang itself has been prompted to remind the Philippine National Police 
(PNP) about the results of their stray bullet probes.

For its part, the PNP through its spokesperson, P/Chief Supt. Wilben Mayor, has sounded the 
call on the need for tougher penalties against violators, noting that the penalty for alarm and 
scandal, which covers indiscriminate discharge of firearms, is only a maximum fine of 
P200.00 or imprisonment of one (1) to thirty (30) days.

In response to the clamor, the undersigned is proposing the amendment of Article 155 of 
Republic Act No. 3815, otherwise known as the Revised Penal Code, to substantially increase 
the penalties for crime alarms and scandal, which covers indiscriminate discharge of firearms.

Under this bill, the fine for the offense shall be increased from the then maximum amount of 
P200.00 to a minimum of P I0,000.00 and to a maximum of P40,000.00. Likewise, the 
penalty of incarceration shall be increased from arresto menor (i.e., one [1] day to thirty [30] 
days) to arresto mayor (i.e., one [1] month and one [1] day to six (6) months).

In addition, in order to further discourage this deadly practice, the firearm license(s) and/or 
permit(s) to carry of the offender, if any, may be cancelled and/or revoked and/or he can be 
charged with illegal possession of firearm.








