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Introduced by Senator Antonio “Sonny” F. Trillanes IV

AN ACT
REVERTING TO THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT THE DISCHARGE OF BASIC 
HEALTH SERVICES DEVOLVED TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS (LGUs) 
AND REPEALING FOR THE PURPOSE PERTINENT SECTIONS OF REPUBLIC 
ACT NO. 7160, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE OF 
1991

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Section 15, Article II of the 1987 Constitution declares that the State shall protect and 
promote the right to health of the people and instill health consciousness among them. 
Apparently pursuant to the aforementioned State policy, the Local Government Code of 1991 
was enacted to introduce, among others, the devolution of the country's health care system 
from the national government to local government units (LGUs). This was based on the 
postulate that with decentralization, citizens would have better access to health services 
because presumably, the local government executives would know where the need for such 
services is dire and would be able to prioritize such needs. Hence, the responsibility for the 
maintenance of public health, including the operation and maintenance of local health 
facilities, was transferred from the Department of Health (DOH) to the Governors of 
concerned provinces or Mayors of host municipalities and cities.

More than twenty years since its implementation, however, the actual results of this 
devolution experiment have run counter to previous expectations. Assessments of the quality 
of health services since the advent of devolution conducted by independent experts have 
confirmed the "slow decay" in the delivery of health services in some areas of the country 
(Grundy, et al. 2003). Among the problems that hound the devolution of health services 
include: the low priority given by LGUs to health concerns, corruption in the procurement of 
medicines, and denial of benefits of health workers due to inability of LGUs to bear the 
financial costs of increased salaries.

It is against this backdrop that this measure seeks to repeal certain sections of the Local 
Government Code of the Philippines to revert to the national government the duty to ensure 
delivery of health services to the citizenry.

In view of the foregoing, immediate approval of this measure is earnestly sought.
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