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AN ACT
TO ESTABLISH THE FOOD SAFETY ADMINISTRATION WITHIN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO PROTECT THE PUBLIC HEALTH BY 
PREVENTING FOOD-BORNE ILLNESS, ENSURING THE SAFETY OF FOOD, 
IMPROVING RESEARCH ON CONTAMINANTS LEADING TO FOOD-BORNE 
ILLNESS, AND IMPROVING SECURITY OF FOOD FROM INTENTIONAL 
CONTAMINATION, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article II Section 15 of the 1987 Constitution declares that the State shall protect and promote 
the right to health of the people and instill health consciousness among them. In this vein, this 
measure seeks to establish a Food Safety Administration under the Department of Health to 
protect the public health by preventing food-borne illness, ensuring the safety of food, 
improving research on contaminants leading to food-bome illnesses, and improving security 
of food from intentional contamination, and for other purposes.

The recent panics over salmonella and melanin poisoning, and other offshoots of unsafe food 
products in the market, have provoked a growing concern and demand for food safety in the 
country. Moreover, these call for more stringent regulation on the part of the government to 
protect our nation's food supply and safeguard our people's health. Every Filipino deserves to 
have healthy and safe food in their tables. The assurance of food safety should go hand in 
hand with the pursuit of food security.

In this light, this bill directs the Administrator of the Food Safety Administration to: (1) 
administer a national food safety program; and (2) ensure that persons who produce, process, 
or distribute food prevent or minimize food safety hazards. Furthermore, it sets forth 
requirements for the Administrator to carry out such duties, including: (1) requiring food 
establishments to adopt preventive process controls; (2) enforcing performance standards for 
food safety; (3) establishing an inspection program; (4) strengthening and expanding food- 
bome illness surveillance systems; (5) requiring imported food to meet the World Health 
Organization’s standards in food safety; and (6) establishing a national traceability system for 
food. This bill also provides for the transfer of functions and resources to the Administration 
from government entities concerned with the enforcement of food safety laws.


























































































