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Introduced by Senator Antonio ‘‘Sonny” F. Trillanes IV

AN ACT
INSTITUTING THE PHILIPPINE RAILWAY AUTHORITY AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The mode of transportation has exceedingly improved at present with the introduction of the 
Roll on/Roll off ship or the so-called "Ro-Ro". This has been well-received by businessmen 
and entrepreneurs for it allows them to transport their goods to any part of the country in a 
less costly manner. Similarly, individuals who do not have enough budget to cover fares for 
boats and airplanes find the taking of "Ro-Ro" a good economical alternative.

While the Roll on/Roll off ship program of the government has drawn a lot of patronage from 
the public, to some, taking the "Ro-Ro" could be tiresome. The concept of "Ro-Ro" is 
basically a passenger ferry on short sea routes. Public buses have to go to the nearest port 
where available ferries will carry it to the next port of destination. This being the case, 
passengers have to disembark from the ferries and return to the buses several times so that 
they will be able to continue with the duration of the travel.

This bill intends to provide the public with another mass transport system that is cheaper, 
faster, safer and reliable. It also envisions enhancing agricultural productivity and promoting 
interregional trade and commerce.

With the enactment of this bill, the public will have an opportunity to travel in any part of 
Luzon, Visayas or Mindanao via a railway system that links the three islands of the 
Philippines. Furthermore, this bill will bring about the consolidation of Philippine National 
Railways (PNR), the Light Rail Transit Authority (LRTA), the Panay Railways and the North 
Luzon Railway Corporation (NLRC) including all other rail offices and agencies into one 
entity which will exercise overall authority and management over the general conduct of the 
railway system of the country.

In view of the foregoing, the immediate approval of this bill is earnestly sought.

ANTONI(y“SQNNY’> F. TRILLANES IV
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