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Explanatory Note

In 2013, super-typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan) hit Eastern Visayas and left 
thousands of people dead. Millions more became homeless and now, are struggling 
to cope with the loss of loved ones, life savings and livelihood.

Previous storms, Ondoy, Pablo and Sendong have wrought havoc to other 
cities and provinces in the past half-decade, crippling the economic and social 
development of the Filipino people. The Philippines is battered by more than 20 
typhoons a year, with an increasing number in the super-typhoon category. These 
could bring as much damage as Yolanda. The losses attributed were caused by storm 
surges and strong winds coming from the open ocean. In the age of global climate 
change, this has unfortunately become the new normal.

The poor coastal communities' natural exposure to storm surges and lack of 
resources for preparation and recovery make them most vulnerable.

It is imperative to think of innovative, sustainable and cost-efficient ways for 
Filipinos to protect themselves, their properties and communities from the 
devastating impacts of natural disasters.

The Philippines is taking great strides in disaster preparedness. Recent laws 
created the Climate Change Commission (R.A. No. 9729) and strengthened the 
National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (R.A. No. 10121). In 
addition, the People's Survival Fund (R.A. No. 10174) was created to support 
adaptation activities of local governments and communities to increase their 
resilience.

Disaster preparedness comprises a whole suite of items, such as early 
warning systems, elevated shelters, hard engineering (e.g., breakwaters) and green 
engineering/infrastructure.


















