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AN ACT
TO PREVENT HARASSMENT OF TOURISTS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

The Philippine islands are emerging to be among the most sought after - and most 
fun - travel destinations in the world. Our very own island paradise of Palawan has been 
voted as the most beautiful island in the world by Conde Nast Traveler readers two years in 
a row. And even local tourism has started to pick up with Filipinos' desire to see more of the 
country from Batanes to Siargao.

From January to April of this year, we have already welcomed over 2 million visitors 
to our shores, and it is a challenge to us Filipinos to ensure that they truly have more fun in 
the Philippines.

We Filipinos take pride in our hospitality and ability to make guests feel like they're 
exactly where they should be with our warm smiles, delicious food, and caring nature. But 
with many of our countrymen living in dire straits, many attempt to take advantage of 
unknowing tourists out of desperation.

This bill seeks to ensure the safety of our guests by discouraging aggressive 
solicitation from tourists and imposing fines for repeat offenders. Through this measure, 
tourism help desks will be established in identified tourist havens and regular patrols should 
be conducted to safeguard the proper implementation of the law.

To foster a tourist-friendly culture among Philippine communities residing in tourist 
havens, the Department of Tourism, in coordination with the barangay officials, shall 
promote responsible marketing and conduct regular seminars for the local vendors and 
residents.

Let us assure visitors of our beautiful islands of a pleasant Philippine adventure.








