
SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE REPUBLIC )
OF THE PHILIPPINES )

First Regular Session )

(§lfir» of ll)e.£Ji ir tp l ir y

'16 JUL 20 P 3 :2 9
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AN ACT
STRENGTHENING AND SECURING THE RIGHTS OF THE URBAN POOR AGAINST EVICTIONS 

AND/OR DEMOLITIONS AND TO PROVIDE ADEQUATE HOUSING AMENDING FOR THIS 
PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7279 OTHERWISE KNOWN AS "AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR A 
COMPREHENSIVE AND CONTINUING URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING PROGRAM, 

ESTABLISH THE MECHANISM FOR ITS IMPLEMENTATION, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES" OR 
THE "URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING ACT OF 1992"

EXPLANATORY NOTE

One of the key issues hounding the urban poor is that of housing and relocation. 
According to the Philippine Development Plan for 2010 to 2016, the country's total housing 
need, including "backlog" and "housing for new households," is estimated to reach around 
5.9 million units by 2016. Informal settlements have increased by more than 22% (or 1.2 
million) between 2003 and 2009. Meanwhile, other data show that the Philippines' annual 
expenditure for housing accounts for less than 0.1 of the country's gross domestic product 
(GDP)—the lowest figure in Asia.

Clearly, much more needs to be done for the country's urban poor. To provide 
security of shelter is an urgent first step.

No less than the Philippine Constitution provides for the protection of the 
marginalized, the powerless, and the oppressed citizens of this country against any violent 
eviction and/or demolition. It likewise mandates the provision of decent public housing at 
affordable costs, coupled with basic services and livelihood opportunities. Section 10, Article 
XIII of the Constitution states that "urban or rural poor dwellers shall not be evicted nor 
their dwelling demolished, except in accordance with law and in a just and humane 
manner."

To carry out this constitutional mandate. Republic Act (RA) No. 7279 or the Urban 
Development and Housing Act was enacted to, among others, "uplift the conditions of the 
underprivileged and homeless citizens in urban areas and in resettlement areas" and 
"provide for an equitable land tenure system that shall guarantee security of tenure to 
Program beneficiaries." However, recent incidences of violent evictions and demolitions 
show the gaps of the current law, requiring the review and amendment of the law.




















