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AN ACT
GRANTING PERMANENT RESIDENCY TO QUALIFIED RELIGIOUS WORKERS 

AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE SECTIONS 9 AND 13 OF COMMONWEALTH ACT NO. 
613, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE PHILIPPINE IMMIGRATION ACT OF 1940 AND FOR

OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Foreign religious workers and missionaries have played an important role not 
only in the faith life of Filipino communities, but also in promoting the welfare of the 
poor through outreach work and social missions. They have sacrificed and left the 
comfort of their homes to live away from their families without expecting or asking 
for anything in return. They have chosen not just to share their talents and skills but 
also intend to live the rest of their lives and die serving the Filipino people. We are 
honored to have their experiences one with the people whose life we welcome in 
our country.

This bill seeks to amend Commonwealth Act No. 613, otherwise known as the 
Philippine Immigration Act of 1940. It is our intent to relieve foreign religious 
workers of the burdensome requirements and procedures for staying in the country 
and performing their chosen vocation here that benefits our communities. This bill 
seeks to assist the many religious workers who have already dedicated long years of 
their lives to their missionary work and vocation in the country.

This measure is also part of the proposed reforms to update our antiquated 
immigration law to better address the changing needs and demands of the 
Philippines, as a member of an increasingly globalized and interconnected 
international community.

In view of the foregoing, the approval of this bill is earnestly sought.

Senator Paolo Benigno "Bam l' A. A quino IV






