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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF NURSES, ASSIGNING ONE 
REGISTERED NURSE FOR EVERY BARANGAY IN THE PHILIPPINES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

In 2001, the Philippine economy experienced a surge in growth due to the 
increased demand for Filipjno professionals abroad, foremost of which is the demand for 
registered nurses. This demand for Filipino nurses abroad indeed helped to fuel the 
Philippine economy with the remittances to the country sent by the Filipino nurses 
abroad. However, the foreign demand for Filipino nurses have waned through the 
years, thus leaving many of our nurses unemployed and/or underemployed here in the 
Philippines. The Professional Regulation Commission (PRC) estimated that there are at 
least 300,000 unemployed nurses in the country1.

The unemployment/underemployment of our nurses here or their non-deployment 
for abroad should not be considered a problem, but must be viewed as a welcome 
opportunity. The vast resources of competent Filipino nurses actually presents a 
welcome opportunity for our government to improve the delivery of health services in the 
country, particularly in far-flung barangays normally not catered by the conventional 
government health centers. The government may engage the services of the nurses to 
be at the forefront of the government health care programs.

In this connection, the attached bill proposes that the government mobilize and 
utilize these unemployed nurses by dispatching at least one registered nurse to every 
barangay in the Philippines. This will not only address the problem of the unemployment 
and underemployment of our professional nurses, but will be considered a leap in 
improving the health service delivery in the country.

The duties of each dispatched nurse include educating their respective 
barangays on the importance of health, hygiene, sanitation, and wellness. Their goal is 
not only to address the immediate medical needs of the community, but also, through 
education, to prevent illnesses and ailments. As Benjamin Franklin once said, “an ounce 
of prevention is worth a pound of cure.”

In view of the foregoing, I recommend the immediate passage of this bill.

CYNTHIA A. VILLAR

1 http://www.manilatimes.net/in-need-of-nurses-and-nurses-in-need/69332/
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