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Introduced by Senator FRANCIS G. ESCUDERO

AN ACT
AMENDING SECTIONS 7,10, 23, 30, 31,42 AND 52 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO.

8291, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE GSIS ACT OF 1997

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This is an amendatory bill, which seeks to propose changes in Republic Act No. 
8291, the law which amended Presidential Decree No. 1146.

The proposed amendments in RA No. 8291, otherwise known as the "GSIS Act of 
1997," as a whole is an effort to redress the said law's ineffective implementation, 
particularly in responding to the needs of teachers who comprise the largest group in 
terms of membership in the GSIS.

Documented reports on discourteous and grossly inefficient services by GSIS 
officials and employees resulting to un-updated records, premiums and loan payments, 
missing submitted records, delayed release of loans/pensions and billing statements, 
unreleased dividends, never issued policy contracts to the newly-hired and insufficient 
information dissemination have reached crisis proportions and to an ever increasing 
distrust and dissatisfaction towards GSIS in the process.

These complaints ranged from policies and rules enacted by the GSIS, which are 
unjust, vague, contrary to law or downright detrimental to the interests of not only 
DepEd (Department of Education) but all its members.

Proposals to amend certain sections in the present law include Sections 7,10 and 
23 if only to recompense the improper computation of service including the charging of 
interests/surcharges/penalties on late remittances. Coverage of benefits by GSIS needs 
to be adjusted to make them at par with the costs of living compounded by the 
escalating inflation rate. Protecting teachers' claims is but one of the purpose of the bill. 
Another additional essential proposal is enhancement to the law's penalty clause to 
ensure that persons may be held accountable for prohibited acts committed.

Second, with the proposed amendment of Sections 30 and 31, it likewise 
broadens the prerogative of concerned parties, especially members, in the settlement of 
disputes covered by the law by giving the Regional Trial Court (RTC) concurrent 
jurisdiction with the GSIS.

Lastly, this bill seeks to increase the representation of the DepEd in the Board of 
Trustees (board).










