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AN ACT
INSTITUTING REFORMS IN LAND ADMINISTRATION 

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Land is the ultimate resource, for without it, life on earth cannot be sustained, 
and thus, good stewardship of the land is essential for present and future generations.

The world's population has doubled in the last 40 years and passed the 6 billion 
mark. It is predicted to reach 8.5 billion by the year 2030, a population level thought by 
many scientists to be the maximum number of people supported by the world's 
resources and capacity for food production. Less than half of the world's population has 
secure access to land.

The International Federation of Surveyors (FIG) in cooperation with the United 
Nations hosted the "Bathurst Workshop on Land Tenure and Cadastral Infrastructures 
for Sustainable Development" in Australia in October, 1999 and concluded that 
sustainable development is just rhetoric without appropriate land administration 
system. The Bathurst declaration recommends a global commitment to provide effective 
legal security of tenure and access to property for all men and women and to provide 
reforms in the land administration system essential for sustainable development and 
facilitating full and equal access for men and women to land-related economic 
opportunities, such as credit and natural resources.

The performance, however, of government agencies undertaking land 
administration functions such as land surveys, mapping, classification, titling and 
disposition and registration is below par. The services being provided by these agencies 
are not contributing to address our domestic problems on sustainable development, 
much more to the global concerns. The problem is largely contributed by fundamental 
legal and institutional defects in both the structure and operations of the land 
administration system. For one, there are many laws governing the land administration 
functions including the existence of a number of institutions administering our scarce 
land resources resulting to confusions, delays, high transactions costs (government and 
users), low investment, and graft and corruption.

These institutional and structural defects in land administration besides not 
contributing to the sustainable development of natural resources have also given rise to 
major inefficiencies including extensive delays in the disposition and titling of alienable 
and disposable land, inaccurate and incomplete land information and records, duplicate 
and fake titles, duplication and overlap of activities between government agencies, and 
unnecessary costs to both the national and local governments and the users/clients of 
land administration services.
































