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AN ACT
EXTENDING THE VALIDITY PERIOD OF THE PHILIPPINE PASSPORT 
AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8239, OTHERWISE KNOWN 
AS THE “PHILIPPINE PASSPORT ACT OF 1996”

Explanatory Note

The Philippine passport, a tangible proclamation of the eitizenship of a Filipino, is a 
document that is superior to all others. Republic Act No. 8239, or the Philippine Passport Act of 
1996, was enacted to uphold the inviolable constitutional right of Filipinos to travel—guaranteed 
in Chapter III, Section 6 of the 1987 Constitution. The Philippine passport, a declaration of one’s 
right to travel, is aecorded the highest respect by its holder such that damage to its integrity and 
validity is a serious erime that ean be penalized.

Over the years, the Philippine passport and its aequisition has evolved to beeome more 
readily accessible to Filipinos. With the enactment of R.A. No. 8239, maehine readable-ready 
passports were introdueed. However, it took over a decade for the current e-Passport to be 
introduced. The current passport, now up to par with International Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) standards applied uniformly throughout the world, introduced modernized seeurity 
features and made travel more convenient for Filipinos. Apart from this, the Department of 
Foreign Affairs has made the passport even more aeeessible with the introduetion of the online 
appointment system and the deeentralization of the consular office to make applieation easier 
throughout the eountry.

This bill seeks to minimize the burden for new passport applicants, particularly Overseas 
Filipinos Workers (OFWs) who need to secure a passport for employment. Most OFWs are 
allowed to return to the Philippines for two weeks to a month, and the proeessing of applieations 
and renewal of passports ean take from ten to fifteen days—not ineluding the number of days an 
applicant has to wait for an appointment. This period might be too short for OFWs and could be 
detrimental to employment opportunities. In order to ease the hardship of OFWs and minimize 
the cost of securing employment, this measure proposes to extend the validity period of the 
Philippine passport from five years to ten years.






