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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Education is an essential bulwark of democracy. It is the primary institution where 
young members of society develop their physical, moral, spiritual, intellectual, and social 
well-being. It is where patriotism and civic consciousness are instilled and where idealism is 
nourished. It is important in ensuring that all Filipinos are able to participate fully in nation
building. Hence, the right to education is guaranteed to all Filipinos in the 1987 
Constitution as well as in several international human rights instruments, such as the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Qvil and Political 
Rights, and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The right to education is key to youth empowerment. Despite this, repressive school 
policies curtail the full enjoyment of this right. Deregulated fee increases, campus journalism 
censorship, lack of independent student representation, campus mihtarization, outright 
prohibition and restriction of the right to organize and the right to free speech, and other 
oppressive measures have been historically and continuously implemented in our schools, 
impeding academic freedom, violating fundamental rights.

With the lack of a national policy to uphold and defend the rights and interests of 
students, campuses may cease to be a space for genuine education. Students are in danger of 
being alienated from democratic processes and their role in nation-building may be 
compromised. Schools should provide a climate conducive for both learning and 
empowerment. Thus, there is a need to protect students from an educational system that 
violates their rights and neglects their welfare.

This proposed legislation will recognize, promote, and protect the rights and 
freedoms of students enshrined in the Constitution and various human rights instmments 
inside and outside campuses. It will provide minimum standards for consultation regarding 
tuition and other school fees increase. It will penalize students’ rights violations and will 
provide mechanisms for a meaningful participation in decision-making processes in crafting 
and formulating policies affecting students.


























