< 8 ffire o f t l i e j S 'i T t f l a r y

SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE )
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
)
FIRST REGULAR SESSION
)
SENATE i n cS. B. NO.
5

'16 AUG 25 All 3 0

Kir: i .

nv:

INTRODUCED BY SENATOR JOSEPH VICTOR G. EJERCITO

AN ACT TO DIRECT THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL
RESOURCES, THROUGH THE NATIONAL MAPPING AND RESOURCE
INFORMATION AUTHORITY, TOGETHER WITH THE NATIONAL DISASTER
COORDINATING COUNCIL, TO IDENTIFY LOW-LYING AREAS OF THE
PHILIPPINE TERRITORY VULNERABLE TO RISING SEA LEVELS AS A RESULT
OF GLOBAL WARMING, AND AREAS AT' HIGH RISK FOR NATURAL
DISASTERS, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES
EXPLANATORY NOTE
The world is now experiencing the impact of global warming in various ways, not only
in simple increase in air temperature but in changing weather patterns and the
unexpected deluge is raising global sea levels. The latter situation should be a foremost
concern for the Philippines because of its archipelagic nature. Scientists say rising sea
levels could eventually submerge island nations, flood cities, and expose millions of
coastal residents to destructive storm surges.
In order to cope with the new trend, there is a need to promote a holistic approach to
disaster reduction. Cooperation among all sectors of the society is crucial to promote a
holistic approach to disaster reduction, also making early warning effective and
mitigating disaster risk.
Hazard mapping could be a component of the approach. A national hazard map will be
necessary to correctly inform the people of possible disasters and their potential
damages. In order to obtain the widest reach of information and accurate data, there
must be consultation with the applicable local government units and indigenous
groups. Information sources should be diverse, with a combination of low-tech and
high-tech methods. The hazard map must include simple and easy-to-xmderstand

