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Introduced by SENATOR CYNTHIA A. VILLAR

AN ACT
GRANTING THE MAGNA CARTA FOR DAY CARE WORKERS, PROVIDING FUNDS 

THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Section 3 (2), Article XV of the 1987 Philippine Constitution states that 'The 
State shall defend the right of children to assistance, including proper care and 
nutrition, and special protection from all forms of neglect, abuse, cruelty, exploitation 
and other conditions prejudicial to their development. ”

Likewise, in recognizing the role of the youth in nation-building, the State has 
declared it its policy to promote and protect their physical, moral, spiritual, 
intellectual, and social well-being.1 In keeping with this constitutional guarantee. 
Republic Act No. 6972 or the "Barangay - Level Total Development and Protection of 
Children Act" and Republic Act No. 8980 or the ‘‘Early Childhood Care and 
Development (ECCD) Act” were promulgated.

R.A. No. 6972 concretized the State's recognition of the important role played 
by Day Care Centers in the development of the country's pre-school children, while 
R.A. No. 8980 enhances this policy even further by institutionalizing a National 
System for Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) that is comprehensive, 
integrative and sustainable, and directing the adoption of ECCD Curriculum that 
focuses on children's total development and promotes the delivery of complementary 
and integrative services for health care, nutrition, early childhood education, 
sanitation, and cultural activities.

Fulfilling the objectives embodied in those two (2) laws takes efforts, 
particularly for those in the forefront of service delivery in our Day Care Centers -  the 
Day Care Workers. As they play an instrumental role in molding the character and 
personality of the children entrusted to them, there is a need to address their welfare

1 Section 13, Article II of the 1987 Philippine Constitution










