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Introduced by Senator Ralph G. Recto

AN ACT
INSTITUTIONALIZING A NEW REGISTRATION SCHEME FOR MOTOR 
VEHICLES, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE SECTIONS 3 AND 5 OF REPUBLIC 
ACT NO. 4136, AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “LAND 
TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC CODE” AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

The principal law governing the compulsory registration of all motor vehicles is Republic 
Act No. 4136, as amended. Section 4 thereof authorizes the Land Transportation Office (LTO) 
Assistant Secretary to issue rules and regulations prescribing the procedure for the registration of 
motor vehicles. Pursuant to this mandate, the LTO issued Administrative Order No. 010-200503 
prescribing the three (3)-year validity period of the initial registration of brand new motor 
vehicles and this policy has been in force since 2005 with the objective of reducing the number 
of transactions that the LTO handle on a yearly basis. At that time, the number of registered 
motor vehicles stood at Five million fifty-nine thousand seven hundred fifty-three (5,059,753) 
and since then, that number has ballooned to Eight million seven hundred six thousand six 
hundred seven (8,706,607) as of 2015.

Incidentally, for 2015 alone, the LTO handled One million eight hundred twenty-nine 
thousand seven hundred fifty-three (1,829,753) new vehicle registration cases and Six million 
eight hundred seventy-six thousand eight hundred fifty-four (6,876,854) renewal registration 
cases1. Consequently, the LTO main office and satellite offices are handling, on the average, at 
least Thirty thousand (30,000) registration transactions per day, not to mention transactions 
involving the issuance and renewal of driver’s licenses.

This bill introduces a new registration scheme for motor vehicles, except those classified 
as vehicles for hire, wherein brand new motor vehicles are allowed to have an initial registration 
validity of four (4) consecutive years and upon expiration, the registration renewal shall be valid 
every two (2) years thereafter. On the other hand, other registered motor vehicles, are also given 
a two-year validity period on their car registration once the same is renewed under the proposed 
registration scheme.

This proposal, of course, is witliout prejudice to the application of Republic Act No. 
8749, or the Philippine Clean Air Act of 1999 and other applicable laws to ensure that all motor 
vehicles will conform to all safety and emission standards.

1 LTO 2015 Annual Report.












