
SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
Second Regular Session

S. B. No.

SENATE

1652
■ i r i  .■

r ',1

— IA tn t-P 5 :l4
Introduced by Senator Ana Theresia “ R isa”  H on tive ros - Baraquel

AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR THE BASIC LAW  FOR THE BANGSAMORO AND ABOLISHING 

THE AUTONOMOUS REGION IN MUSLIM MINDANAO, REPEALING FOR THE 
PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9054, ENTITLED “ AN ACT TO STRENGTHEN AND 

EXPAND THE ORGANIC ACT FOR THE AUTONOMOUS REGION IN MUSLIM 
MINDANAO,”  AND REPUBLIC ACT NO. 6734, ENTITLED “ AN ACT PROVIDING 

FOR AN ORGANIC ACT FOR THE AUTONOMOUS REGION IN MUSLIM 
M INDANAO,”  AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory Statement

The conflict in Mindanao has been a democratic and developmental struggle that has 
spun decades, claimed hundreds o f thousands o f lives, uprooted millions, resulted in 
inhumane levels of poverty, lawlessness, and uncertainty. It has changed the historical 
landscape of the Southern part of our country from the brave kingdom of our anti
colonial resistance to the situs of decades-long insurgencies and countless rebellions. It 
has written the continuing story of Mindanao and its narrative of violence, oppression, 
and marginalization.

The persistent strife and poverty in the region, affecting millions of innocent civilians, 
take its damaging toll to our democratization project. Providing a measure of politico- 
economic and socio-cultural autonomy of people belonging to the religious minority, 
assuring political participation and representation of Indigenous Peoples, does not only 
make Bangsamoro a compliance to an unflinching mandate from our 1987 Constitution. 
It furthers a democratic society that does not succumb to the tyranny of the majority but 
one that protects the vulnerable, the disempowered, and the disenfranchised. Indeed, 
Bangsamoro is our commitment to democracy.

Furthermore, the Bangsamoro Basic Law establishes the political and economic 
infrastructure that will facilitate fixed capital formation, increased government funding, 
and international development aid infusion into the local economy. Government 
infrastructure projects, private construction and investments, improved land use, 
agricultural productivity, agribusiness capacity and enterprise development, and value 
chain stability will equip the regional government with the crucial resources that can 
address the socioeconomic needs of the Bangsamoro people. A legitimate share in the 
resources and their management will translate into growth, productivity, security, and 
ultimately, empowerment. It is our answer to the question that is the disproportionate 
utilization and distribution of wealth in this country. Bangsamoro is our commitment to 
equitable development.

Moreover, the establishment o f a Bangsamoro autonomous government will be an 
institutional recognition of the justness and legitimacy of the cause of the Bangsamoro 
people. It is the fulfillment of our promise to put in the front and center of their political 
future the needs of the Bangsamoro people, their aspirations, their choices. 
Bangsamoro is our commitment to justice that their people has long been deprived of.










































































































































