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AN ACT DECLARING JANUARY 23 OF EVERY YEAR A SPECIAL WORKING 
HOLIDAY IN THE ENTIRE COUNTRY TO COMMEMORATE THE 

DECLARATION OF THE FIRST PHILIPPINE REPUBLIC

EXPLANATORY NOTE

On 23 January 1899, the Malolos Constitution was officially prom ulgated and the 
First Philippine Republic proclaimed and inaugurated at the Barasoain Church in Malolos, 
Bulacan. On the same day, Emilio Aguinaldo took his oath of office as President of the First 
Philippine Republic.

The First Philippine Republic put the Philippines, then a nation fresh from both the 
Philippine Revolution against Spain and the Spanish-American W ar betw een Spain and the 
United States, into the world map by distinguishing the Philippines as the first independent 
republic in Asia. In his Proclamation of the Constitutional Republic of the Philippines on 23 
January 1899, President Emilio Aguinaldo famously said, "Great is this day, glorious this 
date, and forever m em orable this m om ent in which our beloved people are raised to the 
apotheosis of Independence."

Indeed, January 23 is significant today, as it was then, for proving to the world that 
Filipinos are capable of self-rule and self-determ ination, even after m ore than 300 hundred 
years of colonization by Spain. Truly, the First Philippine Republic was the beginning of, 
and the foundation upon which was established, the democracy which we so cherish today.

It is therefore im portant that January 23 of every year be com m em orated as The 
First Philippine Republic Day to rem ind us of our brave forebears and of our fight for 
freedom.

Foregoing reasons considered, the im m ediate p a ssa g e^ ^ h is  bill is sought.

J. GORDON
Senator




