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A RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEES TO 
CONDUCT AN ASSESSMENT OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RA 10654 
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “ AN ACT TO PREVENT, DETER, AND ELIMINATE 
ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED FISHING AMENDED RA 8550, 
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE PHILIPPINE FISHERIES CODE OF 1998 AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES”

WHEREAS, Republic Act 10654, which amended the Philippine Fisheries Code, 
lapsed into law on February 27, 2015. It seeks to “prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing or lUUF in the country.

WHEREAS, the European Union (EU) lifted on April 2015 the Philippines’ Yellow 
Card fisheries rating, which was slapped onto the Philippines in June 2014 for 
inadequately addressing illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing or lUUF. The rating 
served to warn the country that unless it took steps to seriously combat lUUF, all 
Philippine seafood products would be banned in the EU. The EU is the world’s top fish 
consumer, importing PHP 9.4Billion worth of seafood from the Philippines in 2013. The 
EU has sanctioned nations which ignore international fishing standards since 2010.

WHEREAS, the Philippines has fortunately taken responsible action, amended 
pertinent legal systems and switched to a more proactive approach to fight lUUF. The 
country has now a Green Card fisheries rating, allowing it to export products to the EU 
without sanctions or tariff. Also as an offshoot of the lifting of the yellow tag, the Philippines 
now enjoys the advantage of being the only country in the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) that was accepted in the GSP plus Program of the European 
Commission. This will allow Philippine producers to export more than 6,000 products to 
any of the 28 EU member countries at zero tariff. As such this will increase export and 
attract foreign direct investments. This will also create jobs in both the agriculture and 
manufacturing sectors, majority of which are in the rural areas.






