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AN ACT
AMENDING BATAS PAMBANSA BILANG 129, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “ AN 
ACT REORGANIZING THE JUDICIARY, APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR, 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES” TO CREATE THE POSITIONS FOR JUDGES-AT-

LARGE

Article III, Section 16 of the Philippine Constitution provides that “All persons shall 
have the right to a speedy disposition of their cases before all judicial, quasi-judicial, 
or administrative bodies.”

However, a 2013 study by the National Statistical Coordination Board (NSCB) 
revealed that, from 2005 to 2010, lower courts had an annual average caseload of 
1,059,484 cases. This translated to over 4,000 cases per working day1. Clearly, such 
workload is impossible for the courts and its workers to handle, leading to a blatant 
affront on every person’s constitutional right to the speedy disposition of their cases.

One of the primary factors for this congestion is the lack of judges. Another is the 
deployment of regular judges as assisting or acting judges. The second has been 
proven to be an unproductive and inefficient solution since those who are deployed 
often have to divide their attention between their own salas and the vacant or 
congested courts to which they’ve been assigned.

2018 data from the Senate Legislative Budget Research and Monitoring Office 
(LBRMO) showed that out of the 37,230 total positions in the Supreme Court of the 
Philippines and the lower courts, 12,076 are unfilled—or roughly a third.

A 2012 Senate Finance Committee Hearing also discovered that there were 591 
trial courts (or about 26% of the total) which were considered vacant, even though 
these were funded. The Committee further found out that the funds for these vacant

1 http://nap.psa.gov.ph/beyondthenumbers/20i  3/06132013Jrga_courts.asp
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