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AN ACT
AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO SET AND APPROVE THE 
BED CAPACITY AND THE SERVICE CAPABILITY OF ALL DOH HOSPITALS

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Health services must be distributed equitably to the whole population in terms of 
modern equipment, upgraded facilities and medical professionals to ensure access 
and availability of hospital services to the Filipinos. As provided in Section 11, Article 
XIII of the Constitution, “the state shall adopt an integrated and comprehensive 
approach to health development which shall endeavor to make essential goods, 
health and other social services available to all people at affordable cost.” It is 
imperative that public health care must be affordable, effective and convenient. In 
fact, Republic Act No. 10606 or the "National Health Insurance Act of 2013" -  which 
this Representation was one of the authors back in the House of Representatives -  
led to all Filipinos having quality access to healthcare as they are now covered by 
the National Health Insurance Program (NHIP) regardless of their financial stature. 
We have also pushed legislations for both treatment and prevention of iilnesses.

Unfortunately, with the increase in population, it is common for residents from far- 
flung provinces to travel for medical treatment purposes because of limited health 
services in their areas. The influx of patients leads to longer waiting time due to lack 
of available space in the hospital thus delaying the treatment. The patient needs to 
carry additional burden of sustaining the travel expenses which should be intended 
for his medical, surgical or therapeutic interventions.

According to data gathered by the Philippine Statistics Authority in 2015, six (6) 
out of ten (10) deaths are not medicaily attended, while in the 2013 National 
Demographic and Heaith Survey, only one (1) in every nine (9) Filipinos visited a 
health facility or sought advice/treatment (30 days preceding the survey). The quality








