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AN ACT
PROVIDING FOR THE SPECIAL PROTECTION OF CHILDREN IN SITUATIONS OF 
ARMED CONFLICT AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF

Explanatory Note

Armed conflicts in various parts of the world are killing or wounding an increasing 
number of civilians. According to the United Nations (UN), 90%, a vast majority of the 
casualties, are women and children.1

The recent crisis in Marawi demonstrated how children are severely affected by war and 
armed conflict. UNICEF Philippines has recently estimated that around 50,000 children have 
been affected by the conflict by either (1) being displaced within Marawi City or to other cities 
in Lanao del Sur and Lanao del Norte; (2) unable to return to their homes; or (3) are in dire need 
of basic health and sanitation facilities.2 Deep concerns have also been raised on various reports 
that show how some children were used as child combatants and in various capacities. As of late 
August 2017, almost half of ISlS-inspired Maute terrorists remaining in the battle zone are 
reported to be minors with around 20 children engaged in actual combat.3

It is in light of this urgent situation that this representation proposes the Special 
Protection of Children in Situations of Armed Conflict Act. This bill recognizes that war and 
armed conflict severely violate various rights of children as espoused in the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child: rights to life, to be with the family and community, to health and 
education, and to be nurtured and protected. It underscores Children as Zones of Peace as already 
stipulated in Republic Act No. 7610 otherwise known as the Special Protection of Children 
against Abuse, Exploitation, and Discrimination Act. Treating children as zones of peace focuses

1 World Bank Group, (n.d.). Conflict and Violence in the 21st Century. Retrieved from
http://www.un.Org/pga/70/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2016/01/Conflict-and-violence-in-the-21st-century-Current-
trends-as-observed-in-empirical-research-and-statistics-Mr.-Alexandre-Marc-Chief-Specialist-Fragility-Conflict-
and-Violence-World-Bank-Group.pdf
2 UNICEF Philippines, (n.d.). Marawi conflict: UNICEF calls for efforts to keep children safe, protected and able to 
resume school on time. Retrieved from https://www.unicef.Org/philippines/media_26580.html#.WbYaD8gjHlU
3 From interview of Lanao Del Sur Crisis Management Committee Spokesperson Zia Alonto Adiong. Retrieved 
from http://cnnphilippines.com/news/2017/08/27/maute-fighters-marawi-children.html
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