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AN ACT
INTEGRATING PALLIATIVE AND HOSPICE CARE INTO THE PHILIPPINE 
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article II, Section 15 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution provides:

"The State shall protect and promote the right to health of the people 

and instill health consciousness among them."

According to the World Health Organization, palliative and hospice care is an 

approach that improves the quality of life of patients and their families facing the 

problem associated with life-threatening illness, through the prevention and reiief 

of suffering by means of eariy identification and impeccable assessment and 

treatment of pain and other probiems, physical, psychosocial and spiritual.

The proposed bill seeks to integrate palliative and hospice care into the structure 

and financing of the Philippine Health Care system by strengthening and 

expanding human resources, encouraging the development of home-based 

palliative and hospice care programs, and directing PhilHealth to increase its 

benefit package to inciude inpatient paiiiative services, outpatient hospice care 

and home-based palliative care.














