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             This Linkages Update aims to provide information on legislations    

approved and enacted into law, bills passed on third reading by the Senate, 
outputs of Forms conducted by ILS, and other concerns of national 
importance. Presented in this issue are the Laws passed during the 
Eighteenth Congress covering the period July 2020 to September 2020. 

 
             This publication is a project of the Institutional Linkages Service (ILS) 

under the External Affairs and Relations Office.      
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Covers Republic Act Numbers 11478 - 11494 
 

       Provided below are the laws passed and approved by the 
President of the Philippines during the 2nd Regular Session of the 
18th Congress:  

                 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11478 
 

“AN ACT INCREASING THE BED CAPACITY OF THE BICOL 
MEDICAL CENTER FROM FIVE HUNDRED (500) BEDS TO 
ONE THOUSAND (1.000) BEDS, UPGRADING ITS SERVICE 
FACILITIES AND PROFESSIONAL HEALTH CARE SERVICES, 
AUTHORIZING THE INCREASE OF ITS MEDICAL 
WORKFORCE COMPLEMENT, AMENDING FOR THE 
PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8053, AND APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JULY 1, 2020 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11479 
 

“AN ACT TO PREVENT, PROHIBIT AND PENALIZE 
TERRORISM, THEREBY REPEALING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 
9372, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “HUMAN SECURITY ACT 
OF 2007” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JULY 3, 2020 
 

 
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11480 

 
“AN ACT AMENDING SECTION 3 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 
7797, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “AN ACT TO LENGTHEN THE 
SCHOOL CALENDAR FROM TWO HUNDRED (200) DAYS TO 
NOT MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED TWENTY (220) CLASS 
DAYS” 



 

 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JULY 17, 2020 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11481 
 

“AN ACT EXTENDING FOR ANOTHER TWENTY-FIVE (25) 
YEARS THE FRANCHISE GRANTED TO FIRST UNITED 
BROADCASTING CORPORATION, PRESENTLY KNOWN AS 
GLOBAL SATELLITE TECHNOLOGY SERVICES INC., 
AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8079, 
AS AMENDED, ENTITLED “AN ACT GRANTING THE FIRST 
UNITED BROADCASTING CORPORATION (FUBC) A 
FRANCHISE TO CONSTRUCT, INSTALL, OPERATE, AND 
MAINTAIN FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES RADIO AND 
TELEVISION BROADCASTING STATIONS ANYWHERE IN THE 
PHILIPPINES, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JULY 30, 2020 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11482 
 

“AN ACT RENEWING FOR ANOTHER TWENTY-FIVE (25) 
YEARS THE FRANCHISE GRANTED TO BROADCAST 
ENTERPRISES AND AFFILIATED MEDIA, INC. UNDER 
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8098 TO CONSTRUCT, INSTALL, 
ESTABLISH, OPERATE, AND MAINTAIN RADIO AND 
TELEVISION BROADCASTING STATIONS IN THE 
PHILIPPINES” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON July 30, 2020 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11483 
 

“AN ACT CONVERTING THE STA. IGNACIA-GUIMBA 
PROVINCIAL ROAD IN THE PROVINCES OF TARLAC AND 
NUEVA ECIJA VIA GERONA-PURA ROAD STRETCHING FROM 
BARANGAY NAMBALAN, MUNICIPALITY OF STA. IGNACIA 
TO BARANGAY BUENAVISTA, MUNICIPALITY OF PURA, ALL 



 

 

IN THE PROVINCE OF TARLAC INTO A NATIONAL ROAD 
AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON AUGUST 14, 2020 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11484 
 

“AN ACT CONVERTING THE ROAD STRETCHING FROM 
BARANGAY ANDUYAN, MUNICIPALITY OF TUBAO 
PROVINCE OF LA UNION TO BARANGAY SAN PASCUAL, 
MUNICIPALITY OF TUBA, PROVINCE OF BENGUET INTO A 
NATIONAL ROAD AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON AUGUST 14, 2020 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11485 
 

“AN ACT CONVERTING THE GUIMBA- TALUGTUG-UMINGAN 
PROVINCIAL ROAD IN THE MUNICIPALITIES OF GUIMBA 
AND TALUGTUG, ALL IN THE PROVINCES OF NUEVA ECIJA 
AND MUNICIPALITY OF UMINGAN, PROVINCE OF 
PANGASINAN INTO A NATIONAL ROAD AND 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON AUGUST 14, 2020 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11486 
 

“AN ACT CONVERTING THE ROAD NETWORK CONNECTING 
BARANGAY GRIJALVO IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF SAN 
FERNANDO AND THE MUNICIPALITY OF BULA, PROVINCE 
OF CAMARINES SUR INTO A NATIONAL ROAD” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON AUGUST 14, 2020 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11487 
 



 

 

“AN ACT CONVERTING THE ALBAY DIVERSION ROAD IN 
THE MUNICIPALITIES OF MINALABAC, BULA, AND NABUA, 
ALL IN THE PROVINCE OF CAMARINES SUR, INTO A 
NATIONAL ROAD AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON AUGUST 14, 2020 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11488 
 

“AN ACT TRANSFERRING THE LOCATION OF THE 
SORSOGON SECOND DISTRICT ENGINEERING OFFICE FROM 
BULAN, SORSOGON TO GUBAT, SORSOGON, AMENDING 
FOR THE PURPOSE, REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9689, ENTITLED 
“AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE SORSOGON SECOND DISTRICT 
ENGINEERING OFFICE IN THE PROVINCE OF SORSOGON 
AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON AUGUST 14, 2020 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11489 
 

“AN ACT CREATING A DISTRICT ENGINEERING OFFICE IN 
THE SEVENTH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT OF THE PROVINCE OF 
CEBU AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON AUGUST 14, 2020 
 
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11490 

 
“AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE THIRD DISTRICT ENGINEERING 
OFFICE IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF M’LANG PROVINCE OF 
COTABATO, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON AUGUST 14, 2020 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11491 
 



 

 

“AN ACT RENEWING FOR ANOTHER TWENTY-FIVE (25) 
YEAR THE FRANCHISE GRANTED TO CRUSADERS 
BROADCASTING SYSTEM, INC., UNDER REPUBLIC ACT NO. 
8091, ENTITLED “AN ACT GRANTING THE CRUSADERS 
BROADCASTING SYSTEM, INC., A FRANCHISE TO 
CONSTRUCT, ESTABLISH, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN 
COMMERCIAL RADIO AND TELEVISION BROADCASTING 
STATIONS WITHIN THE PHILIPPINES” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON AUGUST 14, 2020 
 
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11492 

 
“AN ACT RENEWING FOR ANOTHER TWENTY-FIVE (25) 
YEARS THE FRANCHISE GRANTED TO GOLD LABEL 
BROADCASTING SYSTEM, INC. UNDER REPUBLIC ACT NO. 
8087, ENTITLED “AN ACT GRANTING TO THE GOLD LABEL 
BROADCASTING SYSTEM, INC., A FRANCHISE TO 
ESTABLISH, MAINTAIN, AND OPERATE RADIO AND 
TELEVISION BROADCASTING STATIONS IN DUMAGUETE 
CITY AND OTHER AREAS IN THE VISAYAS AND MINDANAO 
WHERE FREQUENCIES AND/OR CHANNELS ARE STILL 
AVAILABLE FOR RADIO AND TELEVISION BROADCASTING” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON AUGUST 14, 2020 
 
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11493 

 
“AN ACT RENEWING FOR ANOTHER TWENTY-FIVE (25) 
YEARS THE FRANCHISE GRANTED TO BICOL 
BROADCASTING SYSTEMS, INC. UNDER REPUBLIC ACT NO. 
8092, ENTITLED “AN ACT GRANTING THE BICOL 
BROADCASTING SYSTEMS, INC. (BBSI), A FRANCHISE TO 
ESTABLISH, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN COMMERCIAL 
RADIO AND TELEVISION BROADCASTING STATIONS IN 
REGION V” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON AUGUST 14, 2020 



 

 

 
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11494 

 
“AN ACT PROVIDING FOR COVID-19 RESPONSE AND 
RECOVERY INTERVENTIONS AND PROVIDING 
MECHANISMS TO ACCELERATE THE RECOVERY AND 
BOLSTER THE RESILIENCY OF THE PHILIPPINE ECONOMY, 
PROVIDING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON SEPTEMBER 11, 202040 
 
 NOTE: 

 A Republic Act is an important piece of legislation that will 
serve as guide to carry out the principles of the 
Constitution. It is crafted and passed by the two Houses of 
Congress and approved by the President. It can only be 
repealed by a similar act of Congress. 
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 The Senate As An Institution 

(A briefing manual on the workings of the 
Senate) 

 
 ILS Resource Directory (Volumes I-II) 

(Compilation of contact persons and addresses 
of NGOs, POs, Academes, Associations, Etc.)     
Note: Copies distributed only to Senators and 

Senate Officials 
  

 ILS Linkages Report 
 (Digest of the accomplishments of Senate and 
press releases of Senators and other issues 
related to legislation)     

 
 ILS Linkages Circular 

           (A collation of bills and resolutions, as well as the 
compilation of committee reports, filed/adopted 
by the Senators and taken up on the floor for a 
particular week/month)  

 
 Directory of Senators and Committee Membership 

 
 Linkages Update 

(An abstract of laws passed and Senate bills 
approved on third reading) 

 
 Linkages Bills Alert 

                (A publication on the bills filed and their Committee   
referrals from Non-Government Organizations 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
   



 

 

The Senate of the Philippines 

As an Institution 

 

 The Senate of the Philippines is one of the pillars of the country’s lawmaking body, the 

other one being the House of Representatives.  It is composed of 24 elected Senators whose terms 

of office shall be six (6) years.  This dynamic institution is established to balance our economic, social 

and political environment and whose concerns are national in scope.  

  

 As the bastion of democracy, its action is centered on consensus and consultation with 

the end purpose of serving the best interest of the Filipino people. 

 

 The SENATE also values the importance of having productive and harmonious 

relationships with other institutions, from the government and the private sectors, to create an 

environment where rapport and goodwill among institutions prevail.  Its main objective is the 

passage of good, implementable and doable laws in pursuit of democratic ideals that would truly 

serve the national interest and the welfare of the people. 

       

 = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =   
 

-We will be happy to receive inquiries, comments, suggestions and recommendations on a particular law or Senate bill. You may 

send your letter to the address stated below:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 
Senate of the Philippines 

Office of the Senate President 
Institutional Linkages Service 

Rm. 411, 4th Floor, GSIS Building 
Financial Center, Pasay City 

Or you may call telephone numbers: 

 8552-6601 to 80 (locals 4104-4106) 
 8552-6826 (Direct Line) 
 8552-6687 (Telefax) 
 

Or you may e-mail us at senateilsexternal@yahoo.com.ph and senateilsexternal@gmail.com 
   

 
OFFICE OF THE 

INSTITUTIONAL LINKAGES SERVICE (ILS) 
 

JULIETA J. CERVO, CPA, DPA, CEO 
Director III / Service Chief 
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         The Institutional Linkages Service is under the External Affairs and Relations Office headed by Deputy Secretary Enrique 
Luis D. Papa and Executive Director Diana Lynn Le-Cruz. 
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