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             This Linkages Update aims to provide information on legislations    

approved and enacted into law, bills passed on third reading by the Senate, 
outputs of Forms conducted by ILS, and other concerns of national 
importance. Presented in this issue are the Laws passed during the 
Eighteenth Congress covering the period April 2021 to June 2021. 

 
             This publication is a project of the Institutional Linkages Service (ILS) 

under the External Affairs and Relations Office.      
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       Provided below are the laws passed and approved by the 
President of the Philippines during the 2nd Regular Session of the 
18th Congress:  

                 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11535 
 

“AN ACT MAKING THE POSITION OF A COOPERATIVES 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER MANDATORY IN THE MUNICIPAL, 
CITY AND PROVINCIAL LEVELS, AMENDING FOR THE 
PURPOSE REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7160, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS 
THE “LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE OF 1991”, AS AMENDED” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON APRIL 9, 2021  
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11536 
 

“AN ACT ESTABLISHING A SEPARATE SCHOOLS DIVISION 
OFFICE IN THE CITY OF CANLAON, PROVINCE OF NEGROS 
ORIENTAL, AMENDING FOR THE PURPOSE SECTION 86 OF 
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 3445, ENTITLED “AN ACT CREATING 
THE CITY OF CANLAON” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON MAY 14, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11537 
 

“AN ACT RENEWING FOR ANOTHER TWENTY-FIVE (25) 
YEARS THE FRANCHISE GRANTED TO MINDANAO ISLAMIC 
TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC., PRESENTLY KNOWN AS DITO 
TELECOMMUNITY CORPORATION, UNDER REPUBLIC ACT 
NO.8627, ENTITLED “AN ACT GRANTING THE MINDANAO 



 

 

ISLAMIC TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC., A FRANCHISE TO 
CONSTRUCT, ESTABLISH, INSTALL, MAINTAIN AND 
OPERATE WIRE AND/OR WIRELESS 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS IN THE PHILIPPINES” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON MAY 18, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11538 
 

“AN ACT GRANTING THE CITY GOVERNMENT OF DAVAO A 
FRANCHISE TO CONSTRUCT, INSTALL, OPERATE, AND 
MAINTAIN RADIO BROADCASTING STATIONS IN DAVAO 
CITY” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON MAY 18, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11539 
 

“AN ACT GRANTING INSTANT DATA, INC., A FRANCHISE TO 
CONSTRUCT, INSTALL, ESTABLISH, OPERATE AND 
MAINTAIN TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS 
THROUGHOUT THE PHILIPPINES” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON MAY 18, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11540 
 

“AN ACT RENEWING FOR ANOTHER TWENTY-FIVE (25) 
YEARS THE FRANCHISE GRANTED TO THE UNIVERSITY OF 
THE PHILIPPINES SYSTEM UNDER REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8160 
TO CONSTRUCT, ESTABLISH, MAINTAIN, AND OPERATE 
FOR EDUCATIONAL AND OTHER RELATED PURPOSES 
RADIO AND TELEVISION BROADCASTING STATIONS 
WITHIN THE UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES AND IN 
OTHER AREAS WITHIN THE SCOPE OF ITS OPERATIONS” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON MAY 18, 2021 
 
 



 

 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11541 
 

“AN ACT GRANTING PALAWAN BROADCASTING 
CORPORATION A FRANCHISE TO CONSTRUCT, INSTALL, 
OPERATE, AND MAINTAIN RADIO AND TELEVISION 
BROADCASTING STATIONS IN THE PHILIPPINES” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON MAY 18, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11542 
 

“AN ACT GRANTING THE HIGHLAND BROADCASTING 
NETWORK CORP. A FRANCHISE TO CONSTRUCT, INSTALL, 
ESTABLISH, OPERATE, AND MAINTAIN RADIO AND 
TELEVISION BROADCASTING STATIONS IN MINDANAO” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON MAY 18, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11543 
 

“AN ACT GRANTING PHILIPPINE CITIZENSHIP TO KAKOU 
ANGE FRANCK WILLIAMS KOUAME” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON MAY 18, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11544 
 

“AN ACT CONVERTING THE MUNICIPALITY OF CALACA IN 
THE PROVINCE OF BATANGAS INTO A COMPONENT CITY 
TO BE KNOWN AS THE CITY OF CALACA” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON MAY 26, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11545 
 

“AN ACT REAPPORTIONING THE FIRST LEGISLATIVE 
DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF CALOOCAN INTO TWO (2) 
LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON MAY 26, 2021 



 

 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11546 
 

“AN ACT REAPPORTIONING THE PROVINCE OF BULACAN 
INTO SIX (6) LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON MAY 26, 2021  
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11547 
 

“AN ACT DECLARING THE CITY OF DAVAO AS THE 
CHOCOLATE CAPITAL OF THE PHILIPPINES AND THE 
ENTIRE REGION X1 (DAVAO REGION) AS THE CACAO 
CAPITAL OF THE PHILIPPINES” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON MAY 27, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11548 
 

“AN ACT GRANTING THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES 
THE POWER TO DEFER THE INCREASES IN CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM FOR THE DURATION OF 
THE STATE OF CALAMITY UNDER PROCLAMATION NO.929, 
S. 2020, AS AMENDED BY PROCLAMATION NO. 1021, S. 
2020, AMENDING SECTION 4(a)(9) OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 
11199, ALSO KNOWN AS THE “SOCIAL SECURITY ACT OF 
2018” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON MAY 26, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11549 
 

“AN ACT LOWERING THE MINIMUM HEIGHT 
REQUIREMENT FOR APPLICANTS OF THE PHILIPPINE 
NATIONAL POLICE (PNP), BUREAU OF FIRE PROTECTION 
(BFP), BUREAU OF JAIL MANAGEMENT AND PENOLOGY 
(BJMP), AND BUREAU OF CORRECTIONS (BUCOR), 
AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 6975, AS AMENDED, 
REPUBLIC ACT NO.9263, AND REPUBLIC ACT NO. 10575” 



 

 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON MAY 26, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11550 
 

“AN ACT DIVIDING THE PROVINCE OF MAGUINDANAO 
INTO TWO (2) PROVINCES, NAMELY: MAGUINDANAO DEL 
NORTE AND MAGUINDANAO DEL SUR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON MAY 27, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11551 
 

“AN ACT INTEGRATING LABOR EDUCATION IN THE 
TERTIARY EDUCATION CURRICULUM” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON MAY 27, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11552 
 

“AN ACT EXTENDING AND ENHANCING THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE LIFELINE RATE, AMENDING FOR 
THE PURPOSE SECTION 73 OF REPUBLIC ACT NO. 9136, 
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “ELECTRICT POWER 
INDUSTRY REFORM ACT OF 2001,” AS AMENDED BY 
REPUBLIC ACT NO.10150” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON MAY 27, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11553 
“AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE REAPPORTIONMENT OF THE 
PROVINCE OF BATAAN INTO THREE (3) LEGISLATIVE 
DISTRICTS” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JUNE 24, 2021 
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11554 

 
“AN ACT CONVERTING THE BASILAN STATE COLLEGE 
(BASSC) IN THE CITY OF ISABELA, PROVINCE OF BASILAN 
INTO A STATE UNIVERSITY, TO BE KNOWN AS THE BASILAN 



 

 

STATE UNIVERSITY (BASSU), AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JUNE 24, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11555 
 

“AN ACT RENEWING FOR ANOTHER TWENTY-FIVE (25) 
YEARS THE FRANCHISE GRANTED TO BAYCOMMS 
BROADCASTING CORPORATION UNDER REPUBLIC ACT NO. 
8718, ENTITLED “AN ACT GRANTING THE BAYCOMMS 
BROADCASTING CORPORATION, A FRANCHISE TO 
CONSTRUCT, INSTALL, ESTABLISH, OPERATE AND 
MAINTAIN RADIO AND TELEVISION STATIONS IN THE 
PHILIPPINES” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JUNE 24, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11556 
 

“AN ACT INCREASING THE BED CAPACITY OF THE LYING-IN 
CLINIC IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF RIZAL, PROVINCE OF 
PALAWAN FROM TEN (10) BEDS TO TWENTY (20) BEDS, 
UPGRADING ITS SERVICE FACILITIES AND PROFESSIONAL 
HEALTH CARE SERVICES, AUTHORIZING THE INCREASE OF 
ITS MEDICAL PERSONNEL, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JUNE 24, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11557 
 

“AN ACT ESTABLISHING A THREE HUNDRED (300)-BED 
CAPACITY TERTIARY TRAINING AND GENERAL HOSPITAL IN 
BARANGAY MAUWAY, CITY OF MANDALUYONG TO BE 
KNOWN AS THE SENATE PRESIDENT NEPTALI A GONZALES 
GENERAL HOSPITAL, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
THEREFOR” 



 

 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JUNE 24, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11558 
 

“AN ACT ESTABLISHING A GENERAL HOSPITAL IN THE 
MUNICIPALITY OF ROSALES, PROVINCE OF PANGASINAN 
TO BE KNOWN AS THE CONRADO F. ESTRELLA REGIONAL 
MEDICAL AND TRAUMA CENTER, AND APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JUNE 24, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11559 
 

“AN ACT INCREASING THE BED CAPACITY OF THE 
NAGUILIAN DISTRICT HOSPITAL IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF 
NAGUILIAN, PROVINCE OF LA UNION FROM TWENTY-FIVE 
(25) BEDS TO FIFTY (50) BEDS AND APPROPRIATING 
FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JUNE 24, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11560 
 

“AN ACT INCREASING THE BED CAPACITY OF THE SINAIT 
DISTRICT HOSPITAL IN SINAIT, ILOCOS SUR FROM 
TWENTY-FIVE (25) BEDS TO ONE HUNDRED (100) BEDS 
AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JUNE 24, 2021 
REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11561 

 
“AN ACT INCREASING THE BED CAPACITY OF THE EAST 
AVENUE MEDICAL CENTER IN BARANGAY DILIMAN, 
QUEZON CITY FROM SIX HUNDRED (600) TO ONE 
THOUSAND (1,000) BEDS, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JUNE 24, 2021 



 

 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11562 
 

“AN ACT INCREASING THE BED CAPACITY OF THE ROSARIO 
DISTRICT HOSPITAL IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF ROSARIO, 
PROVINCE OF LA UNION FROM TWENTY-FIVE (25) TO FIFTY 
(50) BEDS AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JUNE 24, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11563 
 

“AN ACT INCREASING THE BED CAPACITY OF THE MAYOR 
HILARION A. RAMIRO SR. MEDICAL CENTER IN THE 
PROVINCE OF MISAMIS OCCIDENTAL FROM FIVE HUNDRED 
(500) TO ONE THOUSAND (1,000) BEDS, UPGRADING ITS 
PROFESSIONAL HEALTH CARE SERVICES AND FACILITIES, 
AUTHORIZING THE INCREASE OF ITS MEDICAL 
PERSONNEL, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JUNE 24, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11564 
 

“AN ACT ESTABLISHING A GENERAL HOSPITAL IN THE CITY 
OF BACOLOD, PROVINCE OF NEGROS OCCIDENTAL, TO BE 
KNOWN AS THE BACOLOD CITY GENERAL HOSPITAL, AND 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JUNE 24, 2021 
         REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11565 
 

“AN ACT CONVERTING THE MEDINA EXTENSION HOSPITAL 
IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF MEDINA, PROVINCE OF MISAMIS 
ORIENTAL INTO A GENERAL HOSPITAL TO BE KNOWN AS 
THE FIRST MISAMIS ORIENTAL GENERAL HOSPITAL, AND 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JUNE 24, 2021 
 



 

 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11566 
 

“AN ACT CONVERTING THE SCHISTOSOMIASIS CONTROL 
AND RESEARCH HOSPITAL IN PALO, LEYTE INTO A 
GENERAL HOSPITAL TO BE KNOWN AS THE GOVERNOR 
BENJAMIN T. ROMUALDEZ GENERAL HOSPITAL AND 
SCHISTOSOMIASIS CENTER, INCREASING ITS BED 
CAPACITY FROM TWENTY-FIVE (25) TO ONE HUNDRED 
(100), UPGRADING ITS PROFESSIONAL HEALTH CARE 
SERVICES AND FACILITIES, AUTHORIZING THE INCREASE 
OF ITS MEDICAL PERSONNEL AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS 
THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JUNE 24, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11567 
 

“AN ACT RENAMING THE EASTERN VISAYAS REGIONAL 
MEDICAL CENTER IN THE CITY OF TACLOBAN, PROVINCE 
OF LEYTE INTO EASTERN VISAYAS MEDICAL CENTER, 
INCREASING ITS BED CAPACITY FROM FIVE HUNDRED 
(500) TO ONE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED (1,500) BEDS, 
AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JUNE 24, 2021 
 
         REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11568 
 

“AN ACT ESTABLISHING A GENERAL HOSPITAL IN 
BARANGAY LACARON, MUNICIPALITY OF MALITA, 
PROVINCE OF DAVAO OCCIDENTAL TO BE KNOWN AS THE 
DAVAO OCCIDENTAL GENERAL HOSPITAL, AND 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JUNE 24, 2021 
 

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 11569 
 



 

 

“AN ACT EXTENDING THE ESTATE TAX AMNESTY AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES, AMENDING SECTION 6 OF REPUBLIC 
ACT NO. 11213, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE “TAX AMNESTY 
ACT” 

 APPROVED INTO LAW ON JUNE 30, 2021 
 

NOTE: 
      A Republic Act is an important piece of legislation that will 

serve as guide to carry out the principles of the 
Constitution. It is crafted and passed by the two Houses of 
Congress and approved by the President. It can only be 
repealed by a similar act of Congress. 
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Researched and Encoded by      :   Ma. Teresa A. Castillo 

 

Reviewed and Administrative Supervision by   :   Dir. Julieta J. Cervo, CPA, DPA 

 

Note:   The contents of this publication are those that are considered 

              

              Important by the author/researcher and do not necessarily reflect  

 

             those of the Senate, of its leadership or of its individual members.  

 

The Institutional Linkages Service is under the External Affairs and Relations 

headed by Deputy Secretary Enrique Luis D. Papa and  

Executive Director Diana Lynn Le-Cruz. 



 

 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS OF THE 
INSTITUTIONAL LINKAGES SERVICE 

 
 

 The Senate As An Institution 
(A briefing manual on the workings of the 
Senate) 

 
 ILS Resource Directory (Volumes I-II) 

(Compilation of contact persons and addresses 
of NGOs, POs, Academes, Associations, Etc.)     
Note: Copies distributed only to Senators and 

Senate Officials 
  

 ILS Linkages Report 
 (Digest of the accomplishments of Senate and 
press releases of Senators and other issues 
related to legislation)     

 
 ILS Linkages Circular 

           (A collation of bills and resolutions, as well as the 
compilation of committee reports, filed/adopted 
by the Senators and taken up on the floor for a 
particular week/month)  

 
 Directory of Senators and Committee Membership 

 
 Linkages Update 

(An abstract of laws passed and Senate bills 
approved on third reading) 

 
 Linkages Bills Alert 

                (A publication on the bills filed and their Committee   
referrals from Non-Government Organizations 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

The Senate of the Philippines 

As an Institution 

 

 The Senate of the Philippines is one of the pillars of the country’s lawmaking body, the 

other one being the House of Representatives.  It is composed of 24 elected Senators whose terms 

of office shall be six (6) years.  This dynamic institution is establish to balance our economic, social 

and political environment and whose concerns are national in scope.  

  

 As the bastion of democracy, its action is centered on consensus and consultation with 

the end purpose of serving the best interest of the Filipino people. 

 

 The SENATE also values the importance of having productive and harmonious 

relationships with other institutions, from the government and the private sectors, to create an 

environment where rapport and goodwill among institutions prevail.  Its main objective is the 

passage of good, implementable and doable laws in pursuit of democratic ideals that would truly 

serve the national interest and the welfare of the people. 
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-We will be happy to receive inquiries, comments, suggestions and recommendations on a particular law or Senate bill. You may 

send your letter to the address stated below:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 
Senate of the Philippines 

Office of the Senate President 
Institutional Linkages Service 

Rm. 411, 4th Floor, GSIS Building 
Financial Center, Pasay City 

Or you may call telephone numbers: 

     8552-6601 to 80 (locals 4104-4106) 
     8552-6826 (Direct Line) 
     8552-6687 (Telefax) 
 

Or you may e-mail us at senateilsexternal@yahoo.com.ph and senateilsexternal@gmail.com 
   

 
OFFICE OF THE 

INSTITUTIONAL LINKAGES SERVICE (ILS) 
 

JULIETA J. CERVO, CPA, DPA, CEO 
Director III / Service Chief 

 
Staff 

 
Rhona Beatriz D. Altomia 

Ma. Teresa A. Castillo 
Olivia Gay C. Castillo 

Nelson C. Macatangay 
Gerardo R. Serrano 

Paulita D. Sulit  
 

 The Institutional Linkages Service is under the External Affairs and Relations Office headed by Deputy Secretary 
Enrique Luis D. Papa and Executive Director Diana Lynn Le-Cruz. 
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