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 Together with my wife, Vi, sons Ryan and Luis, we joyfully 
wish all the Senate employees a Holiday Season full of hope, love 
and peace.   
 As we bask in all the revelry, let us also take time to think 
about all the Filipino families who were struck by tragedy and 
natural calamities this year. May this season of giving bring them 
peace, comfort and courage to face the days ahead and that the 
powerful message of Christmas impel us to reach out to the poor, 
the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, those who have suffered 
injustice, and to love one another as we love ourselves.
          This occasion also gives me the opportunity to thank all the 
women and men of the Senate who have sacrificed their time and 
effort this year to lend their expertise to our institution in crafting 
significant and meaningful legislations. It has been a productive 
year and to that, we are forever grateful.       
 Merry Christmas everyone and may you all have a new year 
full of love, peace and happiness. May God bless us all!

RALPH G. RECTO
Senate President Pro-Tempore

 My warmest Christmas greetings to our dear Senate 
employees!
  I am deeply grateful for all the hard work you have done 
in the past year in order to successfully close the 17th Congress 
and productively begin the 18th Congress, accommodating 
once more a brand new set of senators and all the challenges 
that come with that. Our work as legislators would not at all 
be possible without you. The Senate, indeed, would be nothing 
without the work that you do.
 I wish you a Christmas of joy and togetherness, and I pray 
that you and your loved ones are able to spend precious time 
together during these most blessed holidays.
 Again, a very merry Christmas! I look forward to another 
fruitful and meaningful year ahead with you all.

JUAN MIGUEL F. ZUBIRI
Senate Majority Leader

 My warmest greetings to all of you this Yuletide season! May 
the spirit of Christmas fill your heart and home with abundant love 
and happiness.  
 At this time of the year, it is a tradition for families and 
friends to gather together. Truly, there is no greater gift than the 
time we spend with our loved ones.
 As we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
let us remember that the true meaning of Christmas lies on how 
we live by His values and teachings. 
 I pray that this holiday season bring love, peace and 
compassion to each and every one of us. 
 I wish for this year to end on a cheerful note and make way 
for another bright and prosperous year. 
 May the year ahead be full of contentment and the harmony 
of Christmas live in our hearts all year round.
 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all!

FRANKLIN M. DRILON
Senate Minority Leader
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 I wish for each one of us a most meaningful and memorable 
celebration of Christmas and the New Year. 
 As we commemorate this most festive of Seasons, may we never 
forget the less fortunate amidst us. They will be heartened with any 
remembrance, be it food, medicines, clothing and the like.
 Let us go over and beyond what we normally give so that this 
Christmas will be more joyful for more Filipino families. As Winston 
Churchill said, we make a living by what we get, but we make a life by 
what we give.
 So that when we return in the new year, we will come armed 
with fresh and new ideas by which to serve more and better our 
countrymen and women.
 Also, my heartfelt felicitations to all the Senate employees for 
your hard work and dedication. Your efforts and commitments are 
most laudable.
 Maligayang Pasko at Manigong 2020 sa inyong lahat!

 
VICENTE C. SOTTO III

Senate President



Think Madonna, Michael Jackson, Queen. 
It will be just like the colorful ‘80s all over 
again. 

 This was the promise made by Senate 
Secretariat officers as workers of the institution gear 
up for a night of fun and camaraderie at the 2019 
General Assembly after a year of grueling legislative 
work. 
 Senate Secretary Myra Marie Villarica said this 
year’s assembly, which will be 80’s-themed, aimed 
to outdo last year’s assembly. She said employees 
“can expect to have a really good time.”
 “This is again the time of the year where every 
Senate employee–from the Senate Proper and the 
Senate Secretariat–get together to celebrate the 
good things we have done for the year. We want 
everyone to have a wonderful time with each other,” 
Villarica said.
 She said that no less than Senate President 
Vicente Sotto III will lead the festivities as he had 
done last year.  
 “The Senate President wants to show his 
appreciation for the employees for their hard work 
and devotion to the institution throughout the year.  
This will be his way of saying thanks and leading 
everyone to a relaxing and memorable experience,” 
she added. 

Step back to ‘80s
 
 According to Senate Deputy Secretary for 
External Affairs and Relations Enrique Papa, Senate 
employees who will join the event can look forward 
to stepping back into the ‘80s, with its familiar 
sounds and sights.
 “Everything will be in synch and connected 
with the theme. When you arrive at the venue, it is 
as if you will revisit the past era, and have fun doing 
so,” he said.
 Papa said the Senate has tapped professional 
assistance to ensure that Senate employees can 
focus on having fun and that there will be no boring 
or any dull period wasted during the event.
 “It helps that Senate President Sotto 
himself comes from the entertainment sector 
where periods of lull moments are a no-
no. We take our cue from him,” Papa said. 
 Apart from messages of support from 
top Senate leaders, the assembly will feature 
performances by surprise guests, and raffles 
where lucky employees can win big prizes.

80’s themed performances, costumes 
 
 However, Papa said the highlights of 
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the evening is the 80’s themed costumes and 
performances by Senate employees. 
 “This year, the organizers have made a special 
video featuring performances by employees from 
all offices of the Secretariat to be played during the 
assembly. Unlike last year’s event, this year’s video has 
a narrative, and each office’s performance is based 
on a particular cultural icon from the ‘80s,” he said.
 Papa said the contents of the whole video is a 
surprise  and has not been seen yet by anyone, even 
Senate officials. “The makers of the video have been 
very discreet. Nobody has viewed the whole thing 
yet, even I was prevented from doing so. So, all I can 
say is that it will be really exciting and it’s something 
to watch out for during the assembly.”
 As in previous years, Papa said Senate 
employees who will go the extra mile in reviving the 
80’s spirit with their costumes will be recognized 
and awarded. 
 “We will have a photo booth dedicated to 
those who will join the contest for best dress or 
costume. During the event, we will have roving 
judges to determine the best-dressed individuals 
and groups,” he said.  
 “The employees really look forward to dressing 
up – last year when the theme was 70’s, the winner 
was a group of employees from the Electronic Data 
Processing and Management Information System 
Bureau (EDP-MIS) who dressed up as KISS. It was 
something to behold, and I hope we can top that 
this year,” Papa added.

Senate employees to turn back
time in 80’s themed yearend party

The Senate Spouses Foundation, Inc., (SSFI) led by Ms. Helen Gamboa, wife of Senate President Vicente C. Sotto III (6th  from right), spends an afternoon of fun with the wards of the Reception and 
Study Center for Children Orphanage. “Christmas in November” is an annual gift-giving event sponsored by the SSFI in cooperation with Jollibee Food Corporation and the SM Foundation Store. Also 
in photo are (from left) Carina Agarao, VP for Marketing, Jollibee Foods Corporation; Tootsy E. Angara, Gladys P. Cruz, Audrey T. Zubiri, Mila G. Drilon, Tessie Sy-Coson, President, SM Foundation; 
Kathryna Yu-Pimentel, Gianna M. Revilla, Josephine Llorca, Susan Reyes and Luz Fernandez.

By Jardine Chua



The Samahan ng mga Empleyadong 
Naghahangad ng Adhikaing Tunay at 
Epektibo (S.E.N.A.T.E. Party) saw the return 

of its officers with the election of Rosella “Rosel” 
Eugenio as president.
 The SENATE Party, Eugenio said, will be 
working for the enhancement of the Collective 
Negotiation Agreement (CNA), including the gratuity 
pay, improvement of workers’ conditions, recognition 
of the retirees’ service to the institution and the 
regularization of casual and contractual employees.

many reasons,” said Senate President Vicente 
Sotto III during the inauguration of the newly-
renovated PAC last December 9, 2019. 
 “Then again, the important thing is that 
we are able to extend our help to the 
people who seek and need the help 
of the Senate,” Sotto said. 
 The facility, which was 
renovated through the personal 
funds of Sen. Cynthia Villar, can 
now serve more constituents 
and will now have a Malasakit 
Center counter. There are separate 
counters for public referrals to the 
Department of Health, PhilHealth, 
Department of Social Welfare and 
Development and the Philippine 
Charity Sweepstakes Office. Its 
inclusion is a brainchild of Sen. 
Christopher Lawrence “Bong” Go. 

Senate Public Assistance Center gears up
 

Eugenio elected Senate union president
 “We are also doing our best to ease the burden 
of taxation on the employees,” Eugenio said.
 According to Eugenio, S.E.N.A.D.O. re-
established the union representative committee to 
increase active participation among its members 
and create a venue for suggestion and feedback 
mechanisms.
 “We will also continue to conduct regular 
general assemblies and meetings,  union orientation 
and other related seminars and fora for our officers 
and members,” Eugenio said.
 The union held its first strategic planning 

meeting last November 25 and 26, 2019 at the Hotel 
Kimberly in Manila. The two-day event, dubbed 
“Strategic Planning Towards a Gender Responsive 
Union Leadership,” was attended by 50 participants 
consisting of new officers and representatives from 
the different bureaus and services.
 “We established committees on education 
and research, information and publication, gender, 
health and people with disabilities (PWDs) as well 
as special projects and concerns,” Eugenio said.
 She said the Committee on Education and 
Research will bring back its off-campus program 
tie-up with the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Maynila 

From the old building since it was established 
in 2001 near the main gate of the Senate 
compound, the newly-renovated Public 

Assistance Center (PAC) building now has  a fully-
airconditioned waiting area which would give more 
comfort to those waiting to be called.
 A brainchild of then Senate President Franklin 
Drilon, the PAC has helped thousands of indigent 
Filipinos, most of them suffering from various 
illnesses.
 And yes, while the Senate’s mandate is 
primarily to legislate laws that would uplift the lives 
of the Filipinos, it remains on the ground extending 
assistance to the people – from medical assistance 
to transportation fare for those who come from far-
flung rural communities. 
 “This indeed was a milestone as far as the 
Senate’s help is concerned, because you all know 
that the Senate is simply for legislation but there are 
people with such compassion as Senator Frank who 
have agreed to put up something like this, for so 

By  JP Lopez
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 Villar said the Senate PAC serves as a one-
stop shop for the public seeking assistance from 
legislators and hopes that the modern facility will 
serve more people efficiently. 
 In her speech, Villar said the PAC is a good 
way to centralize the help being asked from the 
senators and the Senate. She says the PAC makes it 
easier for those requesting for medical assistance. 
 The PAC was established on October 12, 2001 
during the administration of Drilon. The office has 
since been headed by Director Lino Ong.
 Go, in his speech, noted that the PAC has long 
been helping the Filipino people who need medical 
and financial assistance. “But we must strive to make 
it bigger and better in terms of funding and quality 
of service, so I am quite delighted that the Senate 
decided to adopt the concept of the Malasakit 
Center through a one-stop shop Malasakit Counter 
here inside the PAC,” he said.
  Go said the Malasakit Center is special 
to him “because we initiated it with President 
Rodrigo Duterte when I was still the Special 
Assistant to the President. “And with the support 
of my fellow senators, the members of the House 
of Representatives, and of course the President 
himself, the establishment of Malasakit Centers all 
over the country is now institutionalized through 
Republic Act No. 11463,” he said.

By Yvonne Almirañez

Senate President Vicente Sotto III with Senate Minority Leader Franklin Drilon, and Senators Cynthia Villar and Christopher Lawrence 
Go lead the opening ceremony of the newly-renovated Senate Public Assistance Center (PAC) last December 9, 2019. The improved 
facility will allow the Senate to serve more Filipinos with much-needed medical and financial assistance.

Senate President Vicente Sotto III and Senator Cynthia Villar sign a deed of dona-
tion during the opening of the renovated Senate Public Assistance Center (PAC) 
last December 9, 2019. Villar donated personal funds for the renovation of the 
facility, which serves indigent Filipinos.



During the 141st Assembly of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU) last October 
13 to 17 in Belgrade, Serbia, Senate 

President Vicente C. Sotto III, President of the 
Philippine IPU National Group, headed the 
Philippine Congressional Delegation to the world’s 
premier inter-parliamentary conference. The IPU 
Assembly was held in the historic city of Belgrade 
and was attended by over 1,800 delegates from 149 
countries. 
 During the Assembly, Sotto accepted the 
nomination for the Philippines to chair the Asia-
Pacific Group (APG) meetings next year at the 142nd 
IPU Assembly in Geneva, Switzerland and the 143rd 
Assembly in Kigali, Rwanda on April 2020 and in 
October 2020, respectively. 
 The APG is one of the six geo-political groups 
in the IPU that meets to discuss and present the 
common position of the Asia-Pacific region on 
resolutions, emergency items, and on candidatures in 
the committees of the IPU.
 Sotto also presided over the ASEAN+3 Meeting 
where he successfully shepherded the ASEAN+3 
members in reaching a consensus on the inclusion 
of an emergency item on climate change which was 
proposed by India, as well.  
 Sotto also made history by being the first 

Senate President Sotto to chair
Asia-Pacific Group of the IPU in 2020

Filipino parliamentarian to chair the Debate on the 
Emergency Item. Given the opposing positions of 
delegations supporting various international issues, 
Sotto adeptly presided over the body in reaching a 
clear majority decision in favor of the resolution on 
climate change. 
 As head of the Philippine Congressional 
Delegation, Sotto also delivered the Philippine 
Statement on the General Debate theme 
“Strengthening International Law:  Parliamentary 
Roles and Mechanism, and the Contribution of 
Regional Cooperation.” 
 “As iron is strengthened by fire, international law 
is strengthened by parliaments. As parliamentarians, 
international law is embedded in our work. Our public 
stands to benefit from our increased understanding of 
international law and the better laws we will legislate,” 
Sotto said in his speech during the Assembly.
 Sotto also underscored the importance of 

international law as the Great Equalizer among nations 
as it engenders the behavior of nations to follow the 
rule of law rather than impose their will through the 
rule of force.
 Senator Joel Villanueva also joined the Forum 
of Young Parliamentarians in discussing global 
and national youth participation in parliaments, 
highlighting landmark Philippine legislation on youth 
involvement in nation-building.
 Members of the Philippine Delegation also 
made significant contributions to the resolution on 
“Achieving Universal Health Coverage by 2030: The 
Role of Parliaments in ensuring the Right to Health” 
which was adopted by the IPU. A total of eight (8) 
amendments from the Philippines were adopted in 
the final version of the resolution urging parliaments 
to craft legislation to ensure that the right to public 
health and medical care is guaranteed for all and 
accelerate progress towards universal health coverage 
by 2030.

Senate President Vicente C. Sotto III presides over the ASEAN + 3 meeting to select the nominees who will replace the outgoing 
parliamentarians during the 141st Assembly of the Interparliamentary Union (IPU) Assembly held in Belgrade, Serbia. Sotto, who 
headed the Philippine delegation in the assembly, will replace Pakistani lawmaker Asad Qaiser. (OSP Photo)

Senate President Vicente Sotto III presides over a debate on 
a resolution drafted by the Inter-Parliamentary Group of India 
addressing climate change during the 141st Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union (IPU) Assembly held in Belgrade, Serbia from Oct. 
13 to 17. Sotto was the first Filipino parliamentarian to chair a 
debate on an Emergency Item.

which offers a Bachelor of Public Administration 
course. The union also plans to conduct review 
classes for civil service eligibility.
 Eugenio said the Committee on Gender, Health, 
Senior Citizens and PWDs will recommend programs 
to address the improvement of employees’ health such 
as healthy food options both at the Senate Lounge and 
canteen. It also plans to enhance the existing Damayan 
Program for union members by extending its services 
to members with dreaded diseases.
 Eugenio’s party worked for the implementation 

of the mass upgrading of positions and step-
increment of Senate employees in March 2010. It was 
also instrumental in upholding employees’ rights, 
benefits and welfare, such as the institutionalization 
of the Senate Employee’s Fund (SEF) and the CNA 
in 2011, increasing grocery and transportation 
allowance (GRTE) which was implemented this 
year.
 “Nasa sama-samang pagkilos ang lakas, nasa 
pagkakaisa ang tagumpay nating lahat,” Eugenio said.
New Officers
 Eugenio garnered 397 votes. She is joined by 
Paulette Honrubio as vice-president (451), Geralice 

Eugenio Elected... Galang as secretary (318), Jocelyn “Jojo” Celda as 
treasurer (347), Isidro “Cid” Garcia  as auditor (416), 
Ivy Jennifer Cadayona as public relations officer 
(407). Dominador “Jun” Nicolas, Jr. (469) is the new 
union’s sergeant-at-arms.
 Elected Board of Directors include Sarah 
Marie Jalandoon (439 votes), Kara Hernandez (264), 
Joyce dela Cruz (262), Elena Valentus (250), Roger 
Pacete (259), and Marilou Binanitan (339). Maricel 
Jovellano (76) represents casual and contractual 
employees.
 S.E.N.A.D.O. records showed that 72 percent of 
S.E.N.A.D.O.’s members participated in the elections.
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Dir. General , OIRP
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Sotto maintains good performance in 2019

Senate President Vicente C. Sotto III continued 
to maintain a very good performance 
and trust ratings as he gives credit to his 

colleagues in maintaining the balance in the upper 
chamber.
 “I will be untiring in acknowledging the 
contributions of my colleagues which, to the 
discernment of the public, reflected on my 
performance as Senate president,” Sotto said.
 “We have learned to accept the principle of 
agreeing to disagree while we also keep in mind 
the need to work towards a consensus,” he added. 
 The satisfaction and trust rating relative to 
the Senate’s performance, which Sotto hastened to 
point out, has been the highest, so far given to the 
institution as per surveys conducted by the Social 
Weather Station (SWS) and Pulse Asia.
 The Senate leader was also cognizant of the 
diligence of the upper chamber employees in their 
respective tasks.
 Senate Minority Leader Franklin Drilon said 
it should not come as a surprise to hear of Sotto’s 
good standing in the surveys. 
 “I have seen how well he managed people 
and the Senate. Moreover, he has maintained and 

advocated for the traditions of the Senate which 
makes the institution stronger. He has displayed 
neutrality and statesmanship in many of the issues 
that confront the Senate. His leadership in the 
Senate is something that is an envy of every leader 
of this country. Because of that strong leadership, 
the trust rating of the Senate has remained as 
among the best institutions in our country today,” 
Drilon said. 
 “Keep up the good work,” Drilon added.
 Sen. Grace Poe described Sotto’s brand of 
leadership as very conciliatory, bringing them 
together and making the Senate stronger. 
 Sotto’s consistent high approval and trust 
ratings, Sen. Win Gatchalian said, has inspired 
senators to work harder in order to keep, not just the 
public perception of a working and independent 
chamber, but their trust and confidence which is 
of foremost importance. 
 “Public office is a public trust. Public servants 
should, at all times, perform with excellence and 
integrity in mind,” said Gatchalian.
 Since the first quarter of the year, the Social 
Weather Station (SWS) survey showed that Sotto 
received a “very good” rating with 71 percent of 

the respondents saying that they were satisfied 
with the performance of the Senate President with 
only 10 percent voting “dissatisfied.”
 In SWS third quarter survey last October, 
Sotto’s satisfaction rating increased slightly from 
+60 in June to +61 in September. The same survey 
showed that 72 percent Filipinos were satisfied 
with his performance while only 11 percent were 
dissatisfied. According to the survey, Sotto’s rating 
remained “very good.”
 On the other hand, surveys conducted by 
Pulse Asia Research Inc. showed Sotto had an 
approval rating of 65 and 61 percent trust ratings 
during the first quarter of the year.
 The second quarter Pulse Asia survey 
revealed his high approval and trust ratings as he 
obtained 77 percent and 73 percent respectively. 
 Sotto said he was humbled by the continued 
display of support from the public. 
 While the third quarter Pulse Asia survey 
saw Sotto’s approval rating dipped from 77 percent 
to 72 percent and his trust rating dropped to 66 
percent from 73 percent, the Senate President 
remained as one of three top government officials 
trusted by most Filipinos.
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Incredible feat: The Senate adopted a resolution last Dec. 9 commending the Philippine National Arnis Team (PNAT) for bagging 14 gold, four silver and two bronze medals during 30th the Southeast Asian (SEA) Games.

By Angie Rosales



The Senate sets goals and creates a plan for every 
employee deserving of career development.   
 According to Leilani Andrada of the Human 

Resources Management Service (HRMS) -Recruitment 
Selection Unit, casual or contractual employees could 
apply for any existing vacant permanent positions as 
long as they meet the minimum requirements which 
include education, training, experience and eligibility.
 Casual/contractual employees in the Senate, 
however, do enjoy monetary and non-monetary 
benefits similar to those given to permanent employees 
subject to the provisions of the Senate national policies 
governing specific benefits. This is pursuant to the 
provision in the Civil Service Commission - Omnibus 
Rules on Appointments and other Human Resource 
Actions (CSC ORA OHRA). 
Promotion and Improving Productivity 
 Promotion is beneficial not only to employees 
but to the institution as well. It boosts the morale of 
employees and increases their productivity. In the 
Senate, Andrada says the employee must have a ‘very 
satisfactory’ or VS rating in the last rating period prior 
to screening before he/she can be promoted. It is a 
policy though that an employee may only be promoted 
to a position which is not more than three (3) salary 
grades higher than his/her present position.
Programs for Career Development and Well-Being 
 All Senate employees, whether permanent or 
casual, are qualified to undergo trainings and seminars. 
According to Sarah Marie Jalandoon of the HRMS, 
the Senate provides various trainings, seminars 
and workshops to help promote growth and career 
development for both the managerial and rank and file 
positions on these categories annually per approved 
plans and programs: 
 • Leadership and supervisory 
 • CSC rules and regulations 
 • Technical trainings
 • Legislative-related seminars 
 • Gender-related concerns    
 The Senate also sends participants to various 
external seminars per request of concerned offices but 
subject to the approval of the Senate President. On 
the study grants, the Senate observes Policy Order 
No. 2003-003 (OSP) on guidelines and procedure for 
scholarship, foreign training or seminar grants and 
study leave program. 
 Trainings and seminars are significant in 
the promotion of employees. For every approved 
Qualification Standard (QS), every position in the 
Senate requires minimum number of training hours 
relevant to the functions of the position.         
 The Senate recognizes as well the importance of 
the employees’ well-being. There are series of stress 
management seminars offered. There are also health 
lecture series and some health-related seminars and 
activities that are initiated by the Medical and Dental 
Bureau and Gender and Development Focal Point in 
coordination with the HRMS.

Senate pushes for 
employees’ career dev’t
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Senate Spouses Foundation Inc. receives donations
The Senate Spouses Foundation Inc. (SSFI) received donations for the underprivileged and victims of calamities from different 
organizations. The Senate employees have pooled their resources and donated a total of P213,690.00 to the SSFI; the Manila 
Jockey Club donated P1 million; and the Senate Employees Multi-purpose Cooperative donated P50,000.00. In photos are 
(Photo 1, left to right) Senate President Vicente Sotto III, Romina Frances Sotto, MJC officials Atty. Alfonso King Reyno III, 
Atty. Peter Zagala and Eduardo Arellano; (Photo 2,  left to right) Mrs. Audrey Zubiri and Senate Secretary Myra Marie Villarica; 
and (Photo 3, left to right) Atty. Kenneth Tampal, Atty. Jim Ricohermoso, SEMCO officials; Mrs. Zubiri and Secretary Villarica.

By Cecille Lardizabal
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Getting to know your new and comebacking  senators

 Senator Pia S. Cayetano, also known as P.I.A. 
or ‘Pinay In Action,’ is one of the leading advocates 
of health, education, women, and the family in the 

Sen. Pia S. Cayetano

Sen. Ronaldo “Bato” Dela Rosa
 Senator Ronald Dela Rosa considers himself 
an ordinary man. 
 The young lad who rose from a humble 
beginning to become the top ranking cop in the 
police force and recently, a senator, describes 
himself as a simple man.
 “I never dreamt I’d be a senator. My ambition 
was just to be a soldier. But life throws as curve balls 
and we have to deal with it accordingly,” the ever 
practical Dela Rosa told the Senate Monitor.
 Despite his reservations in entering the 
political arena, Dela Rosa said he felt that the public 
liked him. He said he was expecting to make it to 
the top 12 senatorial slate. “I felt I could win but 
I didn’t expect to be No. 5. I thought I’d probably 
rank about 10 to 12. I was against heavyweights 
with family names in the likes of Estrada, Roxas, 
Osmena, Binay. I came from nowhere. I had no 

Philippines. 
 PIA is best known for leading the passage of 
the country’s very first Responsible Parenthood 
and Reproductive Health Act, among several other  
landmark laws. 
 She championed the Expanded Maternity 
Leave Act, Mandatory Infants Health Immunization 
Law, and the Expanded Breastfeeding Promotion 
Act. 
 PIA’s other legislative achievements include 
the Ladderized Education Law, Open Distance 
Learning Act, and institutionalizing financial 
assistance to poor but deserving tertiary students 
through the Unifast Law. 
 In the current 18th Congress, PIA has been 
given the challenge of chairing the Senate Ways 
and Means Committee. The committee’s main 
responsibility is to pass four major reforms to the 
tax system to enable the government to: raise the 
much-needed funding for Universal Health Care; 
fast-track the ‘Build, Build, Build’ nationwide 
infrastructure program; and revitalize foreign and 
domestic investments, particularly in agriculture 

money to run my own campaign,” he said.
 Nowadays Dela Rosa keeps himself busy 
by attending Senate public hearings and plenary 
sessions. He said he is getting the hang of being a 
senator, which is less stressful than being the chief 
of the Philippine National Police (PNP) where he 
had to be on his toes 24/7.
 On his spare time, Dela Rosa reads reference 
materials and books on legislation to help him craft bills 
that would benefit the nation and the Filipino people.
 “I aim to pass laws that would improve peace 
and order in our country. There is no economic 
development without peace and order. When 
the peace and order situation is stable, we have a 
favorable climate for investment. Business will 
flourish and generate employment. With a steady 
income, our people can eat. It would fulfill our basic 
necessities,” he explained.
  Dela Rosa describes himself as a patriot who 
is willing to die for his country. A God-fearing man 
who loves his country and fellowmen.
Here are some facts you might not know about 
Dela Rosa:
He got his nickname “Bato” after graduating 
from the Philippine Military Academy (PMA).
 Dela Rosa’s upperclassmen began calling him 
“Bato” because of his physique. Coincidentally, he 
also grew up in Barangay Bato, Santa Cruz, Davao 
del Sur.
His parents failed to attend all key ceremonies in 
his cadet life except his graduation.
 Dela Rosa’s parents missed all the key 
ceremonies of their son due to financial constraints. 
They were in Davao and could not afford the fare to 
Baguio where the academy was located.
He earned extra money by doing the assignments 
of his classmates.

 During elementary and high school, Dela 
Rosa used to do the assignments of his classmates 
in exchange for lunch, which he couldn’t afford to 
buy at that time.
 He was an athlete scholar for boxing at the 
Mindanao State University in Marawi. His hobbies 
include going out to watch movies with his family, 
singing, firing, biking and motorcycle riding.
He is a Ph.D holder.
 Dela Rosa has a Bachelor of Science degree 
from the Philippine Military Academy, a Master’s 
degree in Public Administration and a Ph.D in 
Development Administration both from the 
University of Southeastern Philippines obtained in 
1998 and 2006 respectively.
He is an avid fan of the Marvel comics.
 Dela Rosa loves the Marvel series and makes 
sure to always watch each film.
He is a sentimental person.
 He cries when he watches sad movies or read 
inspiring stories that touch his heart.
His family had to relocate in Manila due to New 
People’s Army (NPA) threats.
 In the 80s while he was inside PMA, Dela 
Rosa’s family had to leave Davao and relocate to 
Manila because of the danger in their lives brought 
about by the NPAs who tried to recruit him to be 
their member. 
A fortune teller foretold his future.
 His mother, Anesia, was once told by a fortune 
teller that her young son will become popular in the 
future.
He can cook pochero.
 He loves pochero and can cook a mean one. 
His wife loves his pochero.

Pilar S. Macrohon

and the countryside. 
 PIA also chairs the Senate Committee on the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Innovation 
and Futures Thinking which will help monitor the 
country’s compliance with its commitments to the 
United Nations SDGs, and map out multi-sectoral 
strategies amid rapid developments in technology 
and the global economy. 
 Finally, PIA heads the Senate Finance sub-
committee in charge of reviewing and overseeing 
the annual budget for basic and higher education 
institutions. 
 Outside the halls of Congress, PIA actively 
promotes health and wellness through Pinay 
In Action, her advocacy arm. She supports 
disadvantaged and differently abled children 
through Gabriel’s Symphony Foundation. PIA is 
likewise a known biker, runner, and triathlete. 
 Senator PIA Cayetano draws inspiration from 
her experiences as a mother, athlete, and lawyer 
to ensure the rights and welfare of every Filipino 
family.

Mike Ac-ac
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Sen. Christopher Lawrence T. Go

Sen. Manuel “Lito” M. Lapid

 
 For the first time in many years, the former 
Special Assistant to the President is now constantly 
seen away from the shadows of President Duterte. 
But neophyte Sen. Christopher Lawrence Tesoro 
Go, or simply known as Bong Go, would sometimes 
make his presence felt in some of the President’s 
events. Lest the public think he’s not doing his job, 
Go has now filed 20 legislative measures to date, of 
which the first 10 were filed at the start of his term 
in July.
 Among the bills Go filed was the establishment 
of ‘Malasakit Centers’ in more provinces to make, 
quality healthcare more affordable and accessible 
to all Filipinos. He also wants the creation of the 
Department of Overseas Filipinos to further protect 
the welfare of the Filipino overseas community 
and the creation of the Department of Disaster 
Resilience to ensure safe, adaptive and disaster-
resilient communities.
 Go also filed the National Housing 
Development, Production and Financing bill which 
aims to provide continuous funding support to the 
housing sector,  which in turn would provide decent 
homes to all Filipinos.  
Still the ‘Selfie King’ and ‘Rubber Band Boy’
 After having shared the spotlight with 
many world-renowned personalities and leaders 
including United States President Donald Trump 
and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Go 
is still very much into the “selfie” mode. He is quick 
to clarify though that “yung mga tao na kadalasan 
ang nagre-request na makipag selfie sa akin. Ok nga 
yan, mas nagiging malapit ako sa kanila. Ngayon 
patuloy ang paglibot ko sa mga pamayanan upang 
makahalubilo ang mga kababayan natin.”
 Go has no qualms being tagged as the “Selfie 
King.” He said it made him realized the extent of 
his work for President Duterte. “Tinagurian akong 
‘Selfie King’ dahil sa naging trabaho ko kay Pangulo 
noon at dahil sa mga selfies ko nakikita ng mga tao 
ang mga mahahalagang pangyayari sa ilalim ng 
pamamahala ni Pangulong Duterte,” Go adds.
 Now that he’s a senator, Go will not dare 
ditch the habit of keeping rubber bands wrapped 

around his arms, especially if those are intended for 
piles of documents. He would rather be prepared, 
adding “lalo na ngayong marami tayong dapat 
imbestigahan. Masisiguro nating wala mawalang 
mga dokumento sa mga committee hearing folders 
ko. Pang proteksyon ko din yan sa mga kalaban ko.”
He is a basketball aficionado 
 Go is passionate about basketball. He recalls, 
“I first learned and started playing basketball when 
I was 8 years old. On any street corner near where 
I used to stay in Quezon City, as long as there is 
a basketball court, I would alight from the jeepney 
I was riding and join any basketball game.  My 
basketball buddies were my cousins. We have a 
small basketball court in our house.”  
 Go reminisces the time when he was so eager 
to watch a live game of the PBA but had no money 
to buy a ticket. “I was so happy when an old man 
working at Ultra (now the PhilSports Arena) in Pasig 
gave me a chance to watch it. I enjoyed watching Atoy 
Co, one of my idols, as well as other famous players, 
such as Ramon Fernandez, Alvin Patrimonio, 
Robert Jaworski, Allan Caidic, Bogs Adornado, 
Philip Cezar and Francis Arnaiz, to name a few.  
 Basketball is not just a game for Go, it’s also a 
way for him to de-stress. He advocates basketball 
especially for the younger generation. Before he was 
elected as senator, his friends organized a 3-point 
shootout event in Davao meant to discourage the 
youth from getting into illegal drugs addiction. 
He is a movie fanatic 
 One of his favorite films? “Masahol Pa sa 
Hayop” by Philip Salvador, he replies with a grin. 
It is not because the two are friends but because Go 
simply loves watching movies. Go says watching 
movies entertains him, teaches him lessons, allows 
him to relax and see different places and meet 
different characters.
 Long before he became friends with Salvador, 
he has seen a lot of his action films. He’s fond of 
watching Filipino movies, especially those shown 
during the Metro Manila Film Festival season such 
as “Shake, Rattle N Roll” (from part 1 to the last 
series).
He is a devoted father
 Aside from work, his children are his top 
priority. Even with the sheer amount of time he 
spends with his children, maintaining a good 
relationship with them somehow alleviates his 
feelings of guilt. Go says there’s always a “sweet 
spot” of the right amount of time to spend with 
kids. “Sometimes when we go out for dinner, I 
ask them about how their day was, their activities, 
grades, school life and so on,” shares Go. 
 He says that if there are special occasions in 
the family, he sees to it that he does not miss them. 
The proud father vividly recalls his eldest son’s 
graduation this year.  He says, “I made it. I was there 
beaming with pride as I witness my son march and 
walk across the stage.” 
 Between work and family, no one ever dared 
to ask him how he’s managing to balance it all. 
After all, he says that his children have learned to 
understand the nature of his work. They grew up 

seeing their father work for Mr. Duterte since he 
was Mayor of Davao City.    
He had dedicated his life to public service
 Go considers the Filipino people as his 
extended family members. He carries with him his 
mantra “Ang serbisyo sa tao ay serbisyo sa Diyos.” 
He shares what President Duterte used to remind 
him: “Bong, unahin mo ang Pilipino, hindi ka 
magkakamali.” For him it is very heartwarming and 
overwhelming seeing the smiles on the faces even 
of the most ordinary people because he has served 
them. As a legislator, it is incumbent upon him to 
get in touch with the people and respond to their 
needs so that “our people will always see and feel 
that there is a government that genuinely cares for 
them.”

Cecille Lardizabal

 Senator Manuel “Lito” Lapid, also known as 
the “Pinuno ng Probinsyano,” the renowned actor 
and legislator has served the country for almost 
three decades. He started his public service as the 
Vice Governor of Pampanga for three years from 
1992 to 1995. He then became the Governor of 
Pampanga for nine years from 1995 to 2004 and 
served as senator for 12 years from 2004 to 2016. He 
won in the 2019 senatorial race, ranking 7th with 
almost 17 million votes.
 Despite having little formal education, Lapid 
proved himself to be a good legislator. During 
his first term at the Senate, he was one of the top 
performing senators placing 4th among his peers in 
terms of the number of bills and resolutions filed 
in the 14th Congress, notable of which is Republic 
Act No. 9999, otherwise known as the Free Legal 
Assistance Act of 2010 or the Lapid Law. During the 
15th Congress, he filed 239 measures which gave 
him the distinction as the 5th most prolific member 
of the Upper Chamber.
 For the 18th Congress, Lapid plans to push for 
the passage of laws which will champion the welfare 
of the people, especially the poor, the old and the 
underprivileged. 

Glenda Olid
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Sen. Imee R. Marcos
 She may be a neophyte member of the Senate 
but Senator Imee Marcos has been in the world 
of politics at a young age as national chairperson 
of the Kabataang Barangay, a youth organization 
established in 1975 and is known today as the 
Sangguniang Kabataan. 
 Being in politics, however, did not stop her 
from pursuing her love for the entertainment 
industry. She has done a lot to support the music 
and cinema industry. Marcos helped organized the 
Metro Pop Music Festival that provided a venue 
for aspiring Filipino composers and singers. She 
served as director general of the Experimental 
Cinema of the Philippines (ECP) and was key in 
the production of award-winning films in the 1980s 
like “Oro Plata Mata,” “Himala,” and “Soltero” 
among others.
 In 1998, she ran and won as Congresswoman 
of the 2nd District of Ilocos Norte and served for 
three consecutive terms until June 2007. Among 
the laws she helped passed was the creation of 
the Film Development Council of the Philippines 
(FDCP). She returned to politics in 2010 as 
governor of Ilocos Norte. As part of her effort to 
entice more people in the creative industry and at 
the same time promote her province, she offered 
incentives to filmmakers and agencies who will 
shoot a film or commercials in Ilocos Norte.
 As governor, Marcos received numerous 
awards and citations including Outstanding 
Governor of the Philippines for three consecutive 
years by Superbrands Marketing Inc. The Golden 
Globe Annual Awards also awarded her for 
Outstanding Public Service.
 According to Marcos, her priority is to help 
come up with ways on how to help the current 
administration succeed its goal to effectively 
reduce poverty in the country as she did in Ilocos 
Norte.
She had no intention to ran as senator
 After serving three consecutive terms as 
congresswoman, Marcos admitted she had no 
interest to be a senator.  In fact, she was recruited 
to be part of a senatorial lineup since 1998 but 

had consistently turned the offer down  because, 
according to her,  the Senate is merely a “talking 
shop” and spends most of its time conducting 
inquiries.
She wanted to be a writer.
 Marcos did not want to follow her father’s 
footsteps and be a politician. She said she wanted to 
be a writer and be able to tell stories to the people.
 “But I learned how to accept it. I was happy 
I was governor because I felt that I’ve finally put 
together what would have been my first choice in 
the creative industry and what destiny gave me 
which is a local government position, an executive 
position,” she said.
 She said President Rodrigo Duterte changed 
her mind because of his commitment to bring 
meaningful change in the country and the 
capability of the current administration to address 
problems such as poverty and the agriculture 
sector.
She is fond of her colleagues in the Senate.
 While being a senator is a big adjustment, her 
colleagues helped her to adjust easily, especially the 
lady senators she shares an advocacy with such as 
the SOGIE bill.
 She also has no problem with rest of senators 
since she was able to get to know them better during 
the campaign period for the midterm elections.
The Economic Affairs Committee was not her 
first choice.
 Marcos admitted that getting the Economic 
Affairs Committee chairmanship was not her 
choice but she looked at it as an opportunity for 
her to learn.
 “Hindi ko naman forte iyan (economic 
affairs). Although ‘yung aming record sa 
Ilocos Norte in poverty reduction stands for 
itself. So, if we can apply at least some of the 
lessons we learned at the local government 
level and scale it up to national, hopefully, I 
can contribute to economic affairs,” she said.
She likes to go home to Ilocos to relax

 She makes it a point to go back to Ilocos at 
least twice a month during her free time to get a 
taste of fresh air and more importantly attend to 
the needs of the people.
 Her busy schedule keeps her from doing 
physical activities such as jogging but she finds 
time to watch Netflix whenever possible.
She is a music lover.
 As somebody who used to run music 
festivals like the Metro Pop, her love for  music is 
undeniable. Marcos has a wide range of repertoire 
and enjoys listening to baroque, Jazz, Ska music 
and even Hip-hop, which was introduced to her by 
one of her sons.
 She, however, lamented the lack of venue for 
Filipino musicians to stage a live performance. 
Although the advancement of the internet and 
social media have introduced new options for 
aspiring musicians.
She is a dessert person.
 When it comes to food, Marcos has a lot in 
her lists, admitting that she loves to eat and taste 
different types of cuisine.
 She will never say no to pinakbet, a popular 
Ilocano vegetable dish, especially when it is 
cooked with a generous amount of bagnet (crispy 
pork),   dinardaraan, an Ilocano version of the 
dinuguan (pork blood stew) and chicharon 
bulaklak (deep-fried pork masentry).
 But Marcos says she is more of a dessert 
person and simply loves to eat cakes and sweets.
 She fears birds.
  Marcos is not afraid of cockroaches and other 
insects that most people fear. Even snakes and 
clowns do not frighten her. But she cannot stand 
birds flying near her or chickens moving around.
 According to her, she somehow developed 
the fear of fowls when she was young because her 
mother, instead of buying ready-to-cook chicken, 
would buy live chickens and she’d witness how they 
were slaughtered before they were cooked.

Jeff  Antiporda

Sen. Ramon Bong Revilla Jr.

 Senator Ramon Bong Revilla Jr. has worn 
many hats, whether it involves the entertainment 
industry or in the field of politics. Yet, like any other 
ordinary citizen, he enjoys simple pleasures in life.
 The actor/producer, former local executive 
and now third-termer senator, has had his share 
of ups and downs. He had been a real-life hero in 
the search and rescue operations during a maritime 
tragedy in 1998 and participated in a hostage-taking 
crisis in 2007. 
 Though he lives a very public life, there are 
some things people don’t know about Jose Maria 
Mortel Bautista Jr., popularly known as “Bong 
Revilla.” 
His ambition was to become a doctor.
 Before throwing his hat into the ring for the 
vice gubernatorial elections in Cavite in 1995, his  

turn to page 10
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 Sen. Francis Tolentino’s credentials are 
impressive. He graduated from the Ateneo de 
Manila University Law School and completed 
his Master of Laws degree from the University 
of London, specializing in Public International 
Law (with merit) second honors; pursued his 
Doctor of Judicial Science studies (International 
Environmental Law) at the Tulane University Law 
School in New Orleans, Louisiana and ranked 6th 
out of 55 graduates from the National Defense 
College of the Philippines (Master on National 
Security Administration).
 He earned a diploma in Public Administration 
from the Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of 
Public Service in New York, studied at the Military 
College of South Carolina, and the Hague Academy 
of International Law in Netherlands as well as the 
Bookings Institute in Washington, DC.
 He passed both the Philippine Bar and the 
New York State Bar Examinations.
 The son of a former mayor of Tagaytay, 
Tolentino chose to walk in his father’s footsteps 
and serve the public.  He said he planned to be a 
public servant all his life. He served as President of 
the League of Cities of the Philippines from 2001 
to 2004 and Chairman of the Metropolitan Manila 
Development Authority from 2010 to 2015.
 Tolentino was also a former Political Adviser 
to President Rodrigo Duterte and became his 
main troubleshooter during crisis, disasters and 
emergencies.
Here are some facts you might not know about 
Tolentino.
He says his colleagues in the Senate are interesting.
 “Everyone is good in his/her own respect. 
I think the Senate of the 18th Congress is a 
very interesting mixture. The senator’s varying 
educational backgrounds, public service experience 
and advocacies, among others, all the more makes 
the Senate and its senators truly reflective of the 
dynamics of governance and public service,” he 
said.
He gave himself his own nickname.
 Tolentino came up with the nickname “TOL.” 

Sen. Francis “Tol” N. Tolentino

first foray in the field of politics, Revilla originally 
planned to pursue medicine. His dad, former Sen. 
Ramon Revilla Sr., wanted him to pursue a medical 
degree but the lure of show business proved 
too strong for him to ignore. He has no regrets, 
especially as he followed the footsteps of his father 
and turned out to be successful both as an actor and 
as a politician. 
He was not a bully in school but defended his 
classmates from bullies. 
 The senator went to high school in California 
and during his stay there, his fellow Filipino 
students sought him out and asked for help in 
fighting bullies.
He is an Ibanag.
 Revilla’s mom, the late Azucena Mortel, was 
an Ibanag who hailed from Ilagan, Isabela. His 
political pedigree, so to speak, could be traced 
not only on the side of his father as his maternal 
ancestry showed that he is related to the late Isabela 
province Gov. Ventura S. Guzman who served 
during the American colonial period.
He never changed soap and shampoo brand since 
his teen years.
 Hint: Both are popular brands that are 
affordable even to ordinary Filipinos.
“Ikaw” is his favourite song. 
 This is also his and wife Lani’s (theme song. 
The couple also consider it their “lucky song” as 
they sang Ikaw in all of the campaign sorties they 
attended early this year. Both emerged victorious 
at the polls, he as returning senator and his wife as 
Bacoor City mayor.
Badminton is his favorite sport.
 He considers playing basketball, pool and golf 
as hobbies but his favorite sport is badminton. 
He works out at least two hours daily. 
He can finish a large basin of oysters in one 
sitting. 
 He loves to eat oysters, particularly Cavite 
oysters as well as kalderetang kambing, and kare-
kare. 
He has a soft spot for people with special needs. 
 He and his family have supported a number of 
people with special needs, even becoming a part of 
the family. To date, the family has four people with 
special needs who are currently working for them 
and living at their house. 
He does not wear jewelry. 
 He’s more particular about the perfume he 
wears. 
He is loyal to his people and vice versa. 
 He is surrounded with people who has been 
with him for the past 20 years, some even longer. 
Like any ordinary person, Revilla also feared for, 
his life in a real-life hostage situation.
 Despite his game face, he was deeply terrified 
of the possibility of being killed when he successfully 
negotiated for the release of 32 pre-school children 
held hostage by day-care center owner and engineer 
Armando Ducat Jr. in 2007.

Angie Rosales

Not only was it the first three letters of his surname, 
but he wanted to be remembered much like a 
brother and a friend who’s ready to protect and help 
in times of need.
He considers his sense of humanity as his greatest 
achievement.
He has dedicated his life to God, country and 
mankind.
 “Even in the humblest of way, we ought 
to give to the Creator, to our nation and to our 
fellow human beings the gifts we are blessed with,” 
Tolentino said.
He likes to read books.
 He reads books for most of his leisure time. 
He said he has never outgrown his fascination with 
books ever since he was a child. He enjoys reading 
books on law but occasionally he reads about the life 
and works of renowned statesmen and inspirational 
books that are based on biblical teachings as well as 
books on cars and aviation.
Music relaxes him.
 He loves listening to music and finds it 
therapeutic. He prefers the light, jazzy tunes 
because it’s relaxing and often makes him want to 
sing along.
He wanted to serve the public all his life.
 He planned to be a public servant as his mantra 
in life was service. His father was his mentor and 
greatest influence in life and he believes he owed 
his father the “brand of public service he developed 
through the years, which he said he also passed on 
to the other public servant in his family who are 
serving in various capacities.”
He is perceived to be a serious person.
 Tolentino said he created an impression 
of seriousness, probably because lawyers “have 
always been perceived as such.” But like everybody 
else, Tolentino says he enjoys light moments with 
friends, family, colleagues and staff. “Perhaps, the 
nature of my present work as a legislator and my 
past experience as a local chief executive required 
me to focus attention on the resolutions of various 
problems, but that does not mean I am serious and 
grumpy all the time. Given the opportunity, my 
lighter, bubbly side will show and impress you all I 
hope,” Tolentino said.

Cecille Lardizabal
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Charity events, skills-enhancing programs, 
and other festivities topped off this 
year’s celebration of the Senate’s 103rd 

anniversary as the Senate workforce honored the 
institution’s more than 100 years of service to the 
nation and democracy.
 Senators joined employees in the 18 events 
during the anniversary celebration, dubbed 
“Nagkakaisang SENADO para sa patuloy na 
progreso,” from October 5, 2019 to October 30.
 The activities highlighted the Senate’s 
achievements throughout the year, which saw the 
country’s top lawmaking body passing important 
pieces of legislation and enjoying historically high 
public approval ratings. 
 Senate Secretary Myra Marie Villarica said 
the Senate leadership was very happy with the 
anniversary celebration, especially with the joint 
efforts of both the Senate Proper and Senate 
Secretariat who worked together to ensure the 
activities were successful. 
 “We are glad that everybody participated, and 
that everyone had a good and meaningful time 
honoring the Senate’s legacy for the last 103 years,” 
she said. 
Charity, seminars, contests
 Leading the anniversary activities is the ‘Adopt 
a Barangay’ medical and dental mission project 
spearheaded by the Senate Spouses Foundation Inc. 
(SSFI) and various Senate offices for the benefit of 
poor families in Barangay 178, Maricaban, Pasay 
City. 
 Senate employees distributed aid and food 
packs while personnel from the Philippine Charity 
Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) and the Philippine Air 
Force (PAF) gave free medical and dental services 
to poor patients. 

 Members and representatives of the SSFI 
including Ciara Sotto (daughter of Senate President 
Vicente Sotto III), Audrey Zubiri (wife of Senate 
Majority Leader Juan Miguel Zubiri), Kathryna 
Yu-Pimentel (wife of Sen. Aquilino Pimentel III), 
Gladys Cruz (wife of Sen. Joel Villanueva), Grace 
dela Rosa (wife of Sen. Ronald Dela Rosa), Mark 
Lapid (son of Sen. Lito Lapid) and Giana Revilla 
(daughter of Sen. Ramon Revilla Jr.) personally 
took part in the charity event.
 A blood-letting activity was also held by the 
Association of Senate Service Chiefs (ASSC), as 
well as an “e-passport processing” program by the 
Senate External and Legislative Liaison Service 
(ELLS) for the employees and their families. 

Charity, unity define Senate’s 103rd anniversary 
 A large number of the Senate’s centennial 
activities focused on teaching Senate personnel and 
the public new information and skills, such as the 
forums on the Corporate Income Tax and Incentive 
Rationalization Act (CITIRA) bill and Passive 
Income and Financial Intermediary (PIFITA) bill 
conducted by the Senate Tax Study and Research 
Office (STSRO), and the “Gender Fun Day” by the 
Senate Gender and Development (GAD) Office.  
 The Senate similarly hosted art lessons, a gun 
safety seminar, a bill drafting contest, and a food 
preparation seminar.  
 Not to be forgotten were the crowd-favorite 
and traditional anniversary events such as the 
Senate Choir Concert, Eucharistic Celebration,
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Charity, unity define...
SEMCO tiangge, Anniversary Bike Ride, Family 
Day, the 3 on 3 basketball competition, trick or 
treat for children and the exciting Bingo game for 
employees.  
 The anniversary rites culminated with 
the unveiling of the 18th Congress’ marker last 
November 4, 2019, with Sotto leading the rites. 
OSEC wins annual sportsfest 
 Senate employees also took time off from their 
busy legislative work to take part in the annual 
Senate Mini-Olympics. 
 It was the Office of the Senate Secretary 
(OSEC) department who emerged on top of the 
other departments, garnering a collective 183 
points.  The OSEC team crushed the competition 
in the lawn tennis, bowling, darts and golf events. It 
also placed 2nd in the swimming contest, and  3rd 
in the chess event.   

               First runner-up  Commission on Appointments 
(CA) team won the billiards, swimming, basketball 
and group dance events, while the second-runner 
up Legislative (Legis) department topped the 
women’s volleyball and “best muse” categories. 
‘A more convivial air’
 The anniversary activities, Villarica said, 
reflected the camaraderie and unity of the Senate 
workforce, which she credits to Sotto’s brand of 
leadership. 
 “It’s a more convivial air, so to speak.  There 
are no major fights, and that translates to better 
working relationships for the institution, allowing 
us to better serve the public,” she said.  
 “I think people are now taking the cue from 
the Senate leadership, and how the leadership 
relates with the workforce and deals with their 
problems. If the leadership is open, transparent, 
easy to approach and relatable, people feel that they 
are treated fairly,” she added.

Jardine Chua

The Senate Employees Fund (SEF) 
distributed P15.46 million in 
dividends to its members last June. 

 The figure represents a 14 percent increase in 
dividends as compared to P13.5 million dividends 
for the same period last year.
 SEF accountant, Director Juliet Cervo 
attributed the increase in earnings to the 
contributions collected from its members. She said 
SEF had an additional of 74 members for the fiscal 
year 2019, representing an 18.46 growth rate.
 “The big increase in income was attributed to 
the prudent handling of the operations of the Fund 
as manifested by the very small operating expenses 
incurred,” a SEF report stated.
 According to the report, SEF had actually 
recorded a decrease in loans from its members for 
fiscal year 2019, or P4.602 million lower than the 
P251.601 million loaned out in fiscal year 2018. 
 The drop was caused by the implementation of 
loans offered by SWF amounting to P19.52 million 
last year.
 But despite the decrease in loans, the report 

SEF earnings rose 
14% in 2019

The Senate Welfare Fund (SWF) has 
completed the liquidation of its assets 
last June in compliance with Resolution 

No. 2017-03, which was approved by then Senate 
President Aquilino Pimentel III in July 2017.
 The resolution called for the termination of 
SWF operations and the liquidation of its operations 
for a period of two years, from July 1, 2017 to June 
30, 2019.
 Established in 1990 by the late Senate President 
Jovito Salonga as a means of providing Senate 
employees a source of assistance in emergency 
cases, the SWF started with an initial capital of P1 
million. All employees who were on board in 1990 
were credited with P639.39 each.
 In 1995, Senate President Neptali Gonzales 
issued Policy Order No. 95-10, authorizing the  
release of P2 million as additional fund to the 

cooperative.
 A financial report prepared by SWF officers 
showed that from the initial capital of P3 million, 
“the fund increased to P36,244,564.18 by the end of 
December 31, 2017. The total amount consisted of 
P806,446.63 of the share capital (net of withdrawal) 
and accumulated earnings of P35,438,117.55.”
 “As part of the fund’s liquidation process, 
a total of P35,698,740.78 was distributed to 
shareholders in two tranches, in March and August 
2018,” the report also said.
 The remaining equity of the fund, totaling 
P1,222,985.36, composed of the General Reserve 
for Employees Benefits Account (GREBA), 
including account adjustments and earnings from 
January to December 31, 2018, was also distributed 
to the shareholders last June 2019.

Yvonne Almirañez

SWF completes liquidation of assets

said, the outstanding loans receivables as of June 30, 2019 stood at P170.67 million or P15.84 million higher 
than the end of fiscal year 2018.
 Cervo announced the introduction of SEF’s latest loan, the appliance/gadget loan amounting to 
P60,000. Members of this loan could opt for an interest of six percent payable for 12 months, or a nine 
percent interest rate for 18 months.
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I was still in grade school when Tatay Aquilino 
“Nene” Pimentel, Jr. ran in the 1978 Interim 
Batasan Pambansa elections, but his name was 

said in hushed tones among my older relatives. One 
of my uncles told me that they will vote for him 
and his political party. It was of course, the time of 
martial law. Tatay Nene was among those arrested in 
the early days of martial law. In 1973, he was jailed 
at Camp Crame for three months. The aftermath of 
the Batasan elections in 1978 put him in jail again in 
Camp Bicutan for more than two months. Through 
those dark years he had many more skirmishes with 
the administration.
 In 1983, Tatay Nene was arrested for the third 
time as proscribed under Proclamation No. 2045 
for allegedly supporting the New People’s Army. He 
was detained at Camp Sotero Cabahug in Cebu. The 
people of Cagayan De Oro, where he won mayor 
in 1980, protested. The Jesuits and other religious 
orders joined his cause and protested his arrest. 
Jaime Cardinal Sin interceded on his behalf and 
dialogued with then President Ferdinand Marcos. 
After three months of detention, he was released 
and returned to office as mayor of CDO.
 He was a constant figure and a political icon in 
the news of my teen years. His name was mentioned 
in the same vein as Lorenzo Tañada, Jose W. Diokno, 
Joker Arroyo, Rene Saguisag and many others who 
fought the martial law regime. Tatay Nene was 
among the “Magnificent 12” senators who voted 
against the extension of the PH-US Bases Treaty. He 
was the father of the Local Government Code and 
concept for Federalism in the Philippines.
 I did not meet him personally until 1995. That 
year, with Sen. Santanina Rasul, he brought the 
Office of the Sergeant-at-Arms to the Blue Ribbon 
for not allowing them to enter the Senate premises 
during an anti-General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade rally. However, the OSAA personnel had 

Remembering Tatay Nene: Stalwart of democracy
already established a professional and personal 
relationship with Tatay Nene at that time, being 
a senator when the Senate was reconstituted in 
1987, and during the hearing, the case was settled 
amicably. 
 When Tatay Nene was re-elected as Senator 
in 1998, he never failed to give the OSAA an 
exclusive Christmas party where he gave raffles and 
entertainment. He would sing his signature song 
“You Are My Sunshine.” Our office prepared musical 
performances that included our affiliate forces, the 
Philippine Marines, the PNP-Special Action Force 
and the PNP-Police Security and Protection Group. 
Every December, we all went home with a raffle 
prize. He continued this celebration until his last 

term. He still had many plans for OSAA and wished 
us the best in his last year in the Senate.
 When I was security detail to whistleblower 
Eng’r. Jun Lozada, we all met at a restaurant along 
Roxas Boulevard. While on our way out, he put a 
hand on my shoulder and asked me, “kumusta ka 
na?” I told him I was doing fine and so with my 
office. Whenever he visited the Senate, I always 
made sure I greeted him.
 On October 20, 2019, while I was in Siem Reap, 
Cambodia sipping coffee after a buffet breakfast, I 
opened the free WIFI connection provided by my 
hotel; a lump on my throat prevented me from 
telling my officemates the sad news. 
 A great man has died.
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Sen. Grace Poe assures children advocates that she would pass pro-children laws to “ensure that every child’s right is protected.” 
Poe was the guest of honor during the opening of an exhibit celebrating the 30th anniversary of the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child and the National Children’s Month last November 25, 2019 at the Philippine Senate in Pasay City.

By Gil Valdez

Senate President Vicente Sotto III leads members of the Senate in handing over Senate Resolution No. 17 to the family of the late Senate President Aquilino “Nene” Pimentel Jr. led by Sena-
tor Aquilino “Koko” Pimentel III, during a necrological service last October 23, 2019. Also in photo are Senate Majority Leader Juan Miguel Zubiri and Senators Pia Cayetano, Risa Hontiveros, 
Ronald Dela Rosa, Christopher Lawrence Go and Juan Edgardo Angara.



just in the AFP, but even during the time the latter 
served as executive secretary of former President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.
 It was during the Arroyo administration when 
he became co-pilot of the F-28 presidential aircraft 
and pilot of Bell 412, the presidential helicopter.
 “When I went back home, I did not inform (the) 
Senate President immediately. The next day, I had to 
re-think (about it) and have another night to think it 
over. So by Friday morning, I texted (the) SP (Senate 
President) and said that ‘it’s okay, I’m available,’”  he 
said.
 Samonte was candid in admitting that he had 
been trying to avoid any government position, but 
he just cannot refuse the offer of the country’s third 
highest and powerful official in the country.
 “After that Wednesday (meeting), I texted him 
Friday and he asked me to visit him and meet up 
with him again on a Sunday. There I told him ‘yes sir 
I’m up for the job and I will make sure that I will do 
my best,’” he said.
 Following his graduation from the Philippine 
Military Academy (PMA) in 1981 and in the 
Philippine Air Force (PAF) Flying School in 1982, 
Samonte soared from being an instructor pilot to 
manning the PAF’s combat and attack helicopters.
  He was a rescue pilot before he became a pilot 
of the Bell 412 presidential helicopter and co-pilot of 
the F-28 presidential aircraft sometime in 2009.
 “Most of the pilots in PAF stay in one unit until 
senior years. I think I was very lucky because of the 
circumstances that I got to be transferred to some 
units. For three years, I was the senior aide-de-camp 
and chief security officer of the then (AFP) chief of 
staff De Villa in the late 80s until the early 90s,” he 
recounted.
 Under those circumstances, Samonte said 
his flying career could have been cut short but 
he managed to continue, as fate would have it, by 
volunteering to go back to the flying units whenever 
possible.
 “I can say that I’m very much fulfilled as far as 
flying in the Air Force is concerned because I have 
flown several missions in different aircrafts, different 
helicopters,” he said.
  “It’s also very fulfilling if you have taught 
pilot students and you have seen them grow in 
the organization as pilots and they were able to 
accomplish several successful missions in their 
career,” Samonte added.
 “After that, I was able to fly as rescue helicopter 
pilot, became the commander in the Visayas. It’s 
also a very fulfilling job if you can see people being 
rescued by the helicopters of the PAF,” the former 
commander of the nationwide search and rescue unit 
of the PAF said.
 “It’s one of the highlights of my flying career,” 
he said.
 Samonte’s credentials also include a master’s 
degree in development management earned at the 
Asian Institute of Management (AIM), another 
master’s degree in business administration (MBA 
candidate) at the Ateneo Graduate School of 

Business (AGSB), and a fellowship from the Institute 
of Corporate Directors (ICD).
 His fields of expertise have earned him 
various awards and decorations. He was a recipient 
of six Distinguished Service Star (DSS), the third 
highest military award of the AFP and awarded for 
eminently meritorious and valuable service rendered 
while holding a position of great responsibility.
 Samonte was also a recipient of a Philippine 
Legion of Honor (PLOH) award, the highest award 
the President can bestow without the need for 
approval of Congress, to those who have exhibited 
exceptional performance of duties in the military 
and defense affairs.
 He also earned the fourth highest military 
award, the Gold Cross Medal, which recognizes 
gallantry in action.
 Samonte has a Gawad sa Kaunlaran medal, 
Bronze Cross medal and 15 military merit medals.
 The new Senate Sergeant-At-Arms is not just 
an avid golfer as he is also competitive in practical 
shooting, a sports enthusiast who plays basketball, 
table tennis, badminton, soccer and bowling. He also 
loves swimming, scuba diving, running and playing 
billiards.
 Despite his dedication to his career, Samonte 
has a happy family life. He takes special breaks for 
his wife Marilou, a retired pychology and english 
professor at the Assumption College, and sons Ryan 
Edmar, Rene Edward and Renmar Ernest.
 Ryan and Renmar, also both graduates of the 
Philippine Military Academy (PMA), are now with 
the AFP and PAF respectively; while Rene Edward is 
a doctor.
 He may appear to be serious and strict at work 
but Samonte boasted of an “above average” sense of 
humor compared to his contemporaries and seniors 
in the military.
 Over and above these countless achievements, 
Samonte said there’s one thing he’s most proud of: he 
is a doting grandfather to Rianne, 10; Marika, 2, and 
Timmy, 7.
   “If you will line me up with my wife, my three 
grandchildren will run to me first,” he said.

Angie Rosales

Loving grandpop takes over Senate security unit

A phone call one Wednesday afternoon, 
sometime last June, altered the course of 
his life, which was already geared towards 

spending quality time with his family, especially with 
his three grandchildren.
 Retired Philippine Air Force (PAF) commander 
Maj. Gen. Edgardo Rene C. Samonte, or “Rene” to his 
family and close friends, had set his sights on serving 
a board position at a security firm in preparation for 
his eventual assumption as company president and 
chief executive officer (CEO).
 Samonte had envisioned his daily grind to be 
a relatively quiet life compared to the decades spent 
in the military service, which ended on October 23, 
2013, the day he turned 56. He also wanted a less 
stressful, security woes-free corporate life.
 But the universe seemed to have other plans for 
Samonte.
 On that Wednesday afternoon, Samonte’s 
special “caller” was Senate President Vicente C. Sotto 
III, who requested for a meet-up that same day.
 After the usual small conversation on how 
life has been, Sotto, a golfing buddy Samonte met 
through common friends, asked if he would consider 
filling in the position of Senate Sergeant-At-Arms, 
which had become vacant after the resignation of the 
late (Ret.) Brig. Gen Jose Balajadia Jr.
 For Samonte, accepting the position was a 
no-brainer. Except that he was all set to take on the 
position offered by former Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (AFP) chief of staff Gen. Renato “Rene” 
de Villa, the following day.
 “So it was actually a dilemma for me, from that 
moment, when we talked until the afternoon because 
I do not know (what to do),” he said, referring to his 
conversation with the Senate President.
 “My immediate answer was ‘yes’ but I said I just 
need to clear an earlier commitment,” he added.
 Following his designation as member of the 
board early this year in the security company co-
owned by De Villa, Samonte had already attended 
several briefings in preparation for his assumption as 
the firm’s president-CEO.
 Samonte said that if it was solely up to him, he 
preferred not to work anymore.
 After his stint in the AFP, Samonte served as 
president and chief executive officer (CEO) of the 
Armed Forces and Police Mutual Benefit Association 
Inc. (AFPBAI) from 2014 to 2017, serving 
concurrently as chairman of the board of the AFP 
General Insurance Corp. (AFPGEN, Inc.).
 “I want to concentrate on my personal life, 
my family, my grandchildren. But I cannot refuse a 
former boss – Gen. De Villa,” he said.
 Immediately after his meeting with Sotto, 
Samonte went to see De Villa and told him personally 
about the Senate President’s offer.
 “I told him the situation and right there and 
then, he said ‘you should not refuse that. That’s a 
very good opportunity for you,’”  Samonte quoted his 
former military superior as telling him.
 Samonte confessed he was wary about 
displeasing De Villa whom he served in the past, not 
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New Senate Sergeant-at-Arms Edgardo Rene Samonte con-
gratulates OSAA staffer Daisy Cabingue after a workshop at the 
Senate.



Like any other woman, she loves to shop 
and look at pretty things such as bags and 
shoes. She loves to watch the National 

Geographic, travel channels and other informative 
documentaries but shuns gossip news such as the 
Barretto sisters’ controversy.
 As Senate Secretary, the youngest in the 
history of the Senate, she’s a no-nonsense leader 
who exercises fairness and makes sure that everyone 
adheres to rules.
 “My goal is to really do a decent job for the 
Senate employees and help my Senate President run 
the institution on the administrative side,” Villarica 
said during a light moment talk with the Senate 
Monitor. 
 “I want to foster a good working environment 
to encourage people to work well,” she said.
 Villarica said government rules should be 
followed by all public servants who are expected 
to discharge duties with utmost responsibility, 
integrity, competence, and loyalty.
 During the flag raising ceremony shortly 
after she assumed the Senate Secretariat’s top post, 
Villarica said that she is fair and transparent. 
 “But at the same time I also want employees to 
follow the rules, government rules... because there 
is accountability in government.”
 “That’s the only way you can have a good 
working organization... otherwise there will be 
chaos because if somebody complains or sees that 
the rule is not followed, everyone, especially an 
officer or head of any of the secretariat offices, can 
be made accountable as to why a certain rule was 
violated... or why an officer is tolerating its breach,” 
she said.
 “I am fair in implementing the rules because 
that’s what rules are for, to be implemented,” she 
added.

 Aside from working on a mountain of papers 
and documents, Villarica said her day at the office 
is filled to the brim with meetings and looking after 
the legislative aspect of her work. 
 “Actually, my job as the Senate secretary 
is two-fold, the administrative side and the 
legislative... which is the core of the Senate’s job to 
pass legislative measures,” she said. 
 “If something happens during plenary debates 
due to some mistakes in the committee report, 
that’s my problem which I try to solve together with 
our deputy secretary for legislation,” she explained.
 While her work-load is heavy, she said she 
copes by delegating duties to her deputies. “My 
management style is to delegate. I give my deputy 
secretaries leeway to do their work.”
 “When they have a problem, then we discuss 
it. I’ve always been that way. Recommend to me a 
course of action, I’ll let you do it. If you want to 
change or move people, I’ll let you,” she said.
 She respects the recommendation of her 
people, “unless I have serious objection to it or 
reservation. And I also listen to their comments 
or inputs.” This is why, according to her, she has a 
pretty good relationship with her deputy secretaries 
and directors general.
 When she assumed her position as Senate 
Secretary on May 29, 2018, Villarica said her deputy 
secretaries were hesitant to voice their opinions. 
But after they realized that she listens to their 
concerns, they are now more forthcoming in their 
recommendations.
 Villarica is not a newbie in the government. 
Before the Senate, she was the Undersecretary for 
administration, finance and legal at the Department 
of Tourism under Secretary Alberto Lim. When Lim 
resigned in 2011, Villarica tendered her resignation 
purposely. She was also the Vice President for 

Corporate Affairs of the Food Terminal Inc. (FTI). 
 “There is a big difference when I was in the 
executive. There, my bosses were the President and 
his alter-ego, the Secretary of the Department. Here 
in the Senate, all the 24 senators are my bosses, not 
only the Senate President... And so, if a senator is 
requesting something or has suggestions, hindi 
naman pwede not to hear them and not to consider 
their requests. ‘Yun, ang difference because this is a 
political office. So, one has to be sensitive also to the 
political dimension,” she said.
 On her management style, Secretary 
Villarica sees to it that her decisions are fair. 
She acknowledges the difficulty of managing a 
big organization like the Senate Secretariat with 
hundreds of employees from different backgrounds 
with different personalities.  
 “I explained to the new employees. You do not 
just come in and just do what you want. There is a 
hierarchy in government and rules that you cannot 
bypass. There are consequences if you bypass or 
disregard rules and procedures,” she added.
 She said she learned how to manage people 
over the years she has been with the government. 
She also learned it from her father -- how to treat 
people fairly and not oppress them. 
 “I want the employees to know that I’m trying 
to run the institution as best as I can. If I’m able 
to make everybody work better, it is already an 
accomplishment for me. People will feel better in 
the workplace if they are able to bring out their ideas 
because they know that their suggestions are going 
to be appreciated and are going to be considered 
seriously,” Villarica said.
 She said she feels lucky she is working for the 
Senate. “The nation’s policies are being debated 
here. We are proud to be part of the lawmaking 
process. That is a privilege for me. It is an honor 
to be working for the Senate and to be the Senate 
Secretary so I am aware of how lucky I am to be in 
the middle of things and to be able to contribute in 
my own way. This is the best thing for me,” she said.

Senate Secretary Myra Villarica (center) checks out the halal products during the Halal S&T exhibit at the second floor of the Sen-
ate building in Pasay City last November 25, 2019. Also in photo are Senate External Affairs Deputy Secretary Enrique Luis Papa 
and Administrative and Finance Deputy Secretary Arnel Jose Bañas.

Myra Marie Villarica: An epitome 
of an empowered woman By JP Lopez


