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AN ACT PROMOTING INTEGRATED WATER RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT IN THE USE OF THE COUNTRY’S WATER 
RESOURCES THROUGH THE RATIONALIZATION OF SERVICE 
AREAS, PROVISION OF INCENTIVES FO R INFRASTRUCTURE 
DEVELOPMENT OR CLEAN AND EFFICIENT TECHNOLOGIES, AND 
REORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL WATER RESOURCES BOARD, 
AMENDING FO R THE PURPOSE CERTAIN LAWS AND FO R OTHER 
PURPOSES

Explanatory Note

Due to the combined impact of rapid population growth and climate 
change, a 2015 World Resources Institute study Wcums that the 
Philippines will likely experience a “severe water shortage” in the yecir 
2040. Even though per capita water availability in the countiy is twice as 
much as the rest of Asia emd around six times above the globed scarcity 
threshold of 1,000 cubic meters per person, it still ranked 57 out of 167 
countries that are highly vulnerable to severe water shortage.

Unfortunately, the continued overlapping and fragmented regulation of 
water supply services in the country by several government entities will 
hinder the enactment of a doable and long-term solution to combat this 
threat. In a 2010 Philippine Water Supply Sector Roadmap published by 
the National Economic and Development Authority with the assistance of 
the German Agency for Technical Cooperation, it was mentioned that 
apart from the National Water Resources Board and the Local Water 
Utilities Administration, local government units also regulate water 
service provision in their areas with special regulatory units such as the 
Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System Regulatory Office and 
the Subic Bay Regulatory Office also in existence.

In order to address the fragmented and overlapping regulation of water 
supply services in the countiy while at the same time improving access of 
the population to safe drinking water, this measure alms to 
institutionalize the adoption of Integrated Water Resources Management 
principles in the management of the country’s river basin clusters with 
the proposed Water and Sanitation Regulatory Authority exercising 
functions and powers in order to restructure and reform the water 
industry including its sourcing, storage, treatment, distribution, and on 
sewerage treatment.




























































